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In an attemut o esiablish political stability, one of the
most important programs which the Court of King Rama I had set
forth, was to form/@ new state ddeology which went in hands with
social environment at the time, especially the political
situation. This was meant for an effective order and social

control.

This thesis aims at studying.principles of Buddhism which
had been.embhasiied as_state idedlogy in the reign of King Rama I.
Tt will considér'social chenges prior 'to and around the begimning
of the Rattanakosin.period which had ‘Strong impact-on Buddhist and
political thinkingsyat‘the time. ' Political-situation paved a way-
for the establishment of state ideology according to Buddhist

thought and created the essense of such ideology for social

organization within the state.

From the study, it has been discovered that the socic-economic

changes during the late Ayudhya time resulted in the rise of certain



people as bourgeoisie. This bourgecisie had become more huranistic and
raticnalistic in their’thinking. Nevertheless, because of the changes
the gé}_and the phrai joined together in violating social rules and
regulations creating social umrest. Those who could not get
protection from existing soecial order; scught refiie in siper-naturcel
powers. RPuddhism with the cmphasis_of magibal and_animistic beliefs,
then, became highly-anfluential. The upper class, sgriously

injured by their owmepolitical conflicts, was not in the position

to formlany religiofis granciplé for the keeping of social order or
for the use as state idgology.  In the Thonburi period, King Taksin
had attempted to set up the idea of ideal king as supreme ruler

along Buddhist line, Houwover, politico-ideological differences

‘had persisted throughout His reigm.

In the Rattanakesin period, it is clear from the
evideéce that tHe court of King Rama I consisted of political leaders
who were becoming more bourgegisie. They tried to establish
humanistic Buddhisf principles as state ideélogy. This ideology

centers atourd [the condépt of king'\as the Rodhisattava who carries

the tasﬁ of 'the Dhamikarajadhirajs. His responsibility, secular
as‘well as redisious, is for fhe preservation’ of thé‘Dhamma.

This means that his subjecfs will have a more profound understanding
of Buddhism and can lead their lives rightly along the Dhamma and
eventually reach the Nibbanz, the ultimate goal. If the Dhemikaraja-
| dhiraia acts for the benefits of his subjects, the-peoPie will be
grateful to him, loyally and ohediently carrying out their duty

according to their social status.
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