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Diarrhea disease: Norwalk like viruses

Montita Veravigrom' Yong Poovorawan’

! Department of Pediatrics Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University
? Center of Excellence in Viral Hepatitis, Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University

Norwalk-like viruses, a member of the family Caliciviridae, are the major causative
agents of epidemic gastroenteritis outbreaks in adults and children worldwide. It was
first identified 35 years ago. In recent years, the availability of diagnostic tests, mainly
immunoassays or molecular biolog y te chnig s increased our understanding of this
group of viruses. RT-PCE ' -polymerase chain reaction) was the
gold standard for detew . Genogroup'of NLV strains can be performed by
sequencing viral geno owtheé virus c ‘_ deteeted by electron microscopy, RT-
PCR, ELISA and NA A ¢ acic - d amplification). Infection is
transmitted by fecal-oral gotites / yuldbe ra L via aerosolized virus-containing
vomitus. The vaccine’S ngW ' thefproce \ d oped in clinical research. The
data of Norwalk-like vistises"inl a 1an .' S 11 King Chulalongkorn Memorial
Hospital, we study the epilendiology f&ﬁ s i ses in acute gastroenteritis in
children by RT-PCR metiiod. We etecﬂad- alk ike viruses in 28.4%(25/88) of admitted
children with acute diarrhéa. Ouf dat: s that Norwalk-like visuses are also the
causative agents of acut g roen'tcﬁiiﬁ-. /L aila d."As a result, clinicians should be
aware that Norwalk-like vifuses @1’( be the Gause of acute gastroenteritis outbreaks.
(Thai Journal of Pediatrics 2004 72}
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