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SIRIWAN PREECHANARIT : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF MALE
CHARACTERS IN YASUNARI KAWABATA’ S LITERARY WORKS. THESIS
ADVISOR : ASST.PROF. KANLAYANEE SITASUWAN,Ph.D., THESIS CO-
ADVISOR : ASST.PROF. TRISILPA BOONKHACHORN,Ph.D., 152 pp. ISBN 974-

17-5010-2

This thesis studies four novels written by the Japanese author Kawabata : Izu no Odoriko,
Yukiguni, Senbazuru and Yama no Oto. The main aim of this thesis is to analyze the male
characters in each of the four novels, and the influence of Kawabata’s personal background in his

work.

The male characters in each of the four novels play significant roles in the plot and also
present the theme of human ethics. Their behavior reflects human nature that is full of desire
which can lead to an inappropriate way of life. The male characters have a number of internal

conflicts they must deal with but in the end they are able to control themselves.

The research found that the male characters are influenced by Kawabata’s personal life.

Most of them are lonely orphans who are interested in art like Kawabata himself.
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