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ABSTRACT

The present study was planned to examine the development
of short « term and inci@ental menmory of children in rural arease.
The subjects were eighty childreﬁ ranging in age from 4 to 15 Yyears
and twenty adults ages 20 = 21, from the nertheast of Thailand:
{Ban Mued Air, about 46 kilometers from Khon Kaen)s The subjects
were divided inté five age groups with ‘each age group consisting
of ten males and ten femaleS. Test material and procedure used
in testing shoft - teérm and incidental memory "were adapted fron
Hagentse. Short - term memory was testea for 14 trials by asking
the subjects to locateasparticular stimulus among a series of
seven stimuli that /were presented briefly. and thef turned upside
down., Incidental memory was tested by»asging the subjects to
recognize'which second stimulus was always paired with-each central
stimulus.during the 14 trials for short - term memory test, Perfore
mance on short - term memory was defined as the total number of
animals (objects) cérrectly located on the 14 tfials and. number of
correct response of each serial position. Performance on incidental

memory was defined as the number of correct pairing out of the

seven possible pairse



vi

The results were as follows: (1) Performance on
short - term memory increased from ages 4 - 5 to ages 14 = 15
and declined at ages 20 - 21. 1There were significant différences
on short -~ term memory scores by age group and by serial position.,
{2) The highest pefformance on short - term memory was on recency,
and it was higher than the performance on primacy and middié -
positions., (3) The performance on incidental memory increased
from ages 4 = 5 to ages. A% < 15 and decreased at ages 20 = 21,
(4) There were ﬂo significant differences in the performance
between males and femalesion either short - term or incidental
memory, (5} There was no reiationship between short - term and

incidental memory.
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