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' SURIYAN JTRASUTTAYASOONTORN : THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VOTE
CANVASSERS AND CANDIDATES FOR THE HOUSE QF REPRESENTATIVES
IN THAI ELECTORAL SYSTEM : CASE STUDY OF THE FIRST DISTRICT
SURATTHANI PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF PORNSAK

PONGPEAW, Ph.D, 206 PP,

This study attempted to investigatg the relationship between vote
canvassers and candidates for the House ©off Representatives in Thai electoral
system. Special attention was given to origim of vote canvassers, the
. relationship between votescanvassers and the candidates and how the vote
canvassers are used in the elecgtion campaign.

The study found that thgrcapdidates,cannot~send’théii éampéiéﬂr

’ héséaéé to-thé‘constituents adegquately due to 3 major factors, namely;

1. limited timefof jelection campaigns.

2. high cost of wglection' campaigns.

3. large size of electpral district and large number of constituents.
Thus the candidates have to used community léaders as their campaign agents
who are mostly Kamnun and Pooyaiban.

The relationship between vote canvassers and the candidates helds
a patron—client characteristic before andrafter the election.

The vote cénvassers use 2 methods in/gaining votes, that is, their
positions as opinion leaders, and Gffering rewards ;uch as public utilities.

However, a vote buylng is rarély found.
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