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RS THRACT

The purnose ©f A£his thesis is to study the moral philosophy
of Ayn Rand, an Amerdican woman tninker, whosc works have never
hween systematically studied,  Spceifically, she refers to her ideas
as "Objectivism", savipg that "the objectivist ethics proudly
advocates and upholds rational seclfishness". What does she mean
ny "rational selfishness' and ”Objeétivism”? Does the objectivist
mthics really advocate <nd uphold rational selfishness? How can

her ideas be implied to e.plain today's situation? And, how can

it solve human probleins.

from the studies, wel found thak when Randisaid "the
ovjectivist lethics ‘proudly ddvocaies | abd upholdsirational sclfish-
ness" it neither implies that she encourages. man to make every
effort merely to obtain anvthing he wants with no consideration
to the trduble that he might cause to others, nor means that man
can treat anyone as a means to his ends, which we generally name

"selfishness”, We also found that Rand did not advocate‘any good



will which is motivated by the assumption that he w111>get the
same thing in return, which is also viewed, in Hobbes!' principles,
as a selfish thing. To advocate rational selfishness means to
value one's own being in thinking, judging and conducting, parti-
cularly in producing and creating things, either artistic or

scientific, to comfort life.

Rand holds life as the highest value, as the standérd of
morality. For, without Iife existing, man's life's in particular,
then therelwculd be nothing tol value for. So, preserving and
sustaining one's own life is the most important thing for a man.
But, tbe term "life", in Rand®s philosophy, 1s used in the accepta-
tion of an ideal man'é life which consists of the faculties to
percgi&e, to think, to judge and to do things according to his
own ideas and judgements. So, to love, to preéerve and to sustain
the highest value-for a rational man, a rational selfishman-is
to trasslate hits+ ideas.-and, judgments, into physical forms that
suit his own existence, producing and creating things to comfort
1ife. Ofiewhodeespsuch-acrthing iis praised @as the virtuous one,

as a moral being in Rand's moral philosophy.

From this point of view, Rand's concept of lifc can be
compared to Marx's. Both of them hold virtue as an action issuing
from the nature of ideal man, who has a faculty to produce, to

create things, tc achieve his moral purpose with productive work.



Trying to see whether objectivism has any connectiaen.te
Rand's objectivist ethics, which upholds rational selfishness,
we found that Rand's ethics base on her metaphysics. Bgt her
ethics can be expanded to the exteﬁt that it is against her
metaphysics. In such a cases théﬁ man, a kind of natural entity,
gets a priviledge to deal with nature, use other entities to
present his own identy, his own.wirtuousness with no eyes on

the system, relatiensnip and abseluteness of nature.

On thesconsideratien of how, and in which case, can the
connection of ther ethics and epistemology be possible, we found
that there are three possible cases. Firstly, on corresponding
to the reality of (kpowledge and virtuousnesg) must base on the
fact of reality. That is knowledge base on external reality
and virtue base on human nature. Secondly, on mutually developing
of man's cognitive system and value system, which a man can not
be a creator or virtuous if he has no knowledgé of reality, and
the growth of onhe's personality, one's self is impossible if his
cognitiye system and value system were not mutually developed.
Finally, the case which can lead to turn over Rand!s moral
principle, is that Rand's epistemelogy can belexpanded to uphold

“altruism.. Because the expansion of one's own limit of knowledge
to the limit of his life can lead him to £ind some new data about
l1ife which is contrary to Rand's data and lead him to conclude

that survival of each living entities is relative to others'.



From the interpretation of Rand's ideas to cxplain
human situation, especially in any societies which is undergping
changes with the western jdea of devclopment, we find that Rand
supports that the rational selfishman must be his own self, must
not treat anyone as a means to his ends, must not try to gain
any thing either from the fool, tha coward or from others' dishonesty
or fear. She insists that rationai selfishman with property right |
(with no sign to tell us that Rand wild place any limit) will
support the progression’of technolegy which will comfort human
existence and makel this uorld suit to man's living. In this case,
we can say that Rand's phiilésophy can get along well with capitalism,
or we can judge that Rand tries to.rationalize capitalism-which

_mhatland -has adopted as 1ts mcans of dewveloping.

From his studies of Freudfs concepts, Erich Fromm flnds
that Freud's ideas support the development of capitalism. Besides,
Fromm also polhts out that instead of suppdrting production,
creation, capitalism will trun to advocate consumption. Then,
this kind of consumption will make man feel lonely, prevent him
from appreciating vitality of Yife, (make hims deal with life as
an unworthy. thing, and finally make=him desireoto destroy it,
either his own life or ‘the ‘others!. Fromm nanmes/ this mental
situation as sado-masochism or necrophilia (loving of death)
which is the opposite of biophilia (loving of life). 5o we can
not expect anything from rand's philosophy to solve the problems

in any societies which has undergone a capitalist development.
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