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The objective of this research is to study the carrving capacity of
Phuket as a prime tourist destination. The study covers of problems and the
solution to the respective problems for coastal resource management of Phuket
area. i

It can be established that to a large extent the coastal resource
which is the main tourist attraction have been deteriorated. The cause of such
deterioration come mainly from three groups of people i.e. fishermen, tourist
businesses operators and tourists. As far as demand for tourism is concerned
the study found out that the most important factor determining the demand fox
tourism is the tourist promotion. Should the government continuous the support,
this would help bringing in additional tourists and the number of tourists
visiting Phuket in the future cauld be 853,966 and 1,618,866 in 1992 and 1996,
respectively. Simultaneously on the supply side, the government should raise
the tourism carrving capacity in lodging, water supply, waste treatment
capability, communication and other related government services. For examples,
the local waterwork authoritv should raise the production capacity of water
supply from that of 1987 to 7,649 cubic metre per day in 1992 and 17,041 cubic
metre per day by 1996. The number of hotel rooms in 1992 should be increased
by 640 and in 1996 by 8,038. The number of policemen should also be increased
by 127 men in 1996. In the case of transportation, there should be an increase
of 421 seats of airlines or airconditioned bus in 1992 and 3,292 seats per day
in 1996. In addition, the waste treatment capability in-1992 and 1996 should
be raised by 101 cubic metre per day and 223 cubic metre per day, respectively..
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