Chapter VI

Thailand’s Constructive Engagement with Rangoon and its impacts

upon the New Mon State Party and

The 1990s have wiinessed ailnad s policy
towards Myanmar fro ks approach Realist Non-

After the end of natation between
countries with different 1d§plog1es in this on decreased dramatically,
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was replaced by econormc competition, many ceuntries, mostéof whom
it chie B hoohirhis AN 20N ALL e
resources and national economic interests and consequently began to

build up and develop weapons. A number of reasons could be the cause
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of conflict between countries of this region, such as overlapping maritime
economic zones, unclear borders, the problem of minorities, etc. It
should be noted that a conflict in one country could spill over the border
into another country. These conflicts are more complicated than in the

past and could escalate in a very\ Among these , ethnic
N

conflict seem to be a ca te problems such as

Currently, ' ese refugees in
Thai territory and their 5% 4 iland’s security.
Professor Muntabhorn s : 1 ent . ese refugees that
since 1994, the scenario c_— itical and complex for a
variety of reasons.

- Fist , Slorc 0 cessful in their

- Second , the Slorog: has enjoyed more economic benefits due to

s overures mWﬁ%@%ﬂiWﬂ’]ﬂ‘ﬁ

; ’ﬂmland s own passive attitude towards ¢he Slorc,

encapSulatea m a m‘imxu;&ﬂq n& Mggﬁln the

Slorc plenty of room for manoeuvering against Burmese dissidents. The
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Slorc has no doubt interpreted that policy as one of tacit acquiescence in
response (o its activities to suppress dissent. (The Nation )

In a study of Thailand’s behavior toward the Mons, as

encapsulated in the policy of Constructive Engagement with Rangoon,

two kinds of motive were found : @# ot’ motives and . in order

to. motives. For example, ’ ed image of Myanmar

as a hostile country, her 7 gexpe 7' a_ recipient country for

Burmese refugees and ki
War era, should
Thailand’s formulation ¢

s it o Eﬂhe’}“ﬁ&l%@%@ﬂ o o

Thailand would l%neﬁt greatly frem Myanmar ’s richness gln natural

rsousces /s b e] b Lhediay VA Fbil B ine

Thailand may soon be facing a shortage of certain natural materials due

to overconsumption and misuse of natural resources.
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: A possibility that Thailand’s role , not as a

supporter of ethnic minorities in Myanmar , but as a mediator in solving
the conflict between the Mons and the military regime in Rangoon will
be of immense benefit to Thailand’s long-term national interest and

security.

and upgraded militory 1as . gained  through
increased military coo ing wil help. Ra goon to win the
long-standing war with |

inflows of Mon refugee i

unted for by an
increase in bilateral lrade At the end of February 1995, trade value
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and imports. Chma In its turn, constructed a portin Myanmar.q This port

was alo of Yot | 61l SOBNANENALL...

for its growmg economy. When Myanmar wanted assistance in
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developing its economy and armed forces, China constructed a road

from Mandalay to Yunnan and also provided military assistance.

In 1994 Thailand’s military sources reported that Myanmar

aj/’ 300,000 men and procured

rocket launchers. It

.-J
has also developed naval f % Tenasserim coast
andtoprotectgasan." OIS ich : i

constructed by foreign #

a large number of fighter a1r

Rangoon will triumph ove

united is no longer slim.

It has been eshmaIEtEﬂiaf

,..-*‘ .-'f -—"1.

would gain immense
.r.-'__, L

economic benefit from }kplorauon and exnlmﬂﬁ anmar s natural

resources , especially

need to be conveyed thro?gh the Mon-dommated area such as along

o e o5 4 N 14 ot

between Rangoon and the New Men State Pasty is achieveds through
Thaitand’s 2 ol ksl el i ook Bl win
be regarded by Rangoon as a token of Thailand’s genuine willingness

and efforts toward promoting of regional peace and security (Committee for
Publicity of People,s Struggle in Monland Newsletter NO1 V.12)
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In January 1994 , as evidence of Thailand’s strategic shift

in favor of Rangoon , 7400 Mon displaced persons were relocated ,under
Thai military supervision from Loh Loe camp to Halockhani which is

located at a distance of only 5 kilometers from SLORC'’s local army

from the Yadana gasficld yanman s Gulf of Ma , currently
being developed by Total ‘ | Co p. of the US who

gained the concession i
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economic recessmn during the 80s ,Thail continued gfo enjoy
successive a;& FA ﬁk&lﬂ‘jomry uata uﬂm ﬂl by
heavy mﬂows of foreign capital and technology. A number of indicators
however, then showed that Thailand’s economic growth had been
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achieved at the expense of natural resources and environmental integrity.
In coping with this alarming enviromental crisis, Thai leaders have been
forced to seek new sources of raw material in other countries to fuel and
prolong Thailand’s economic prosperity.  Subsequently Myanmar was
placed high on the list of countrie l“' v kinds of raw meterial that
the Thai manufacmrm s\

The official view._ ‘ alled in the early 80s

began to alter gradualls erceive a growing

necessity of relying on ogs and natural
gas from neigbouring ar upon which
Thailand’s export-orien ndant.

The situation culminated m ar 1989 , a critical time,

when hundreds were klllbd by ISsivE logs' ” tial floods after

As a result, the
Thai Government declared a closmo down of all disputed forest areas

v i B Yo Pt

amidst the scandal of presumed corruption ameng local offigials .
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in widespread log shortages, which , over a long period , will naturally
lead to soaring prices in all types of wood products. Among other parties
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that suffered the economic consequences of the official nationwide ban
on logging, the Forest Industry Organization faced accumulated losses of
Bt 200 million since the ban slashed 50 to 60 percent of the FIO's

income from its logging operation. The solution to this crisis of log

shortage was to be found in My La.os where logs and other
w Thai
"._,

Government came to rev1e

the domestic reality b gain logs from

Myanmar so that dome d logs could be

satisfied. Businessmen inv: ere said to have

In addition, 15, should be noted that when the crisis of log

shortage occun‘edﬂtu@ c'%lq,q th| %@gé] in| tht [rdgional political

economic terrain eé‘l’mractjenzed by ¢Thailand’ Sgmove to bring all its

ighoung ol AANIALYYA YLELQL&.ELM

under the strateglc plan initiated under Chatchai Premiership

transforming battlefields into market places. In subsequent years
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China’s strategic moves to the south, the location of the world’s most
important sea lanes , and its reshaping of economic attention to focus on
the countries sharing borders with its southern regions, with a view to
forming what has since become known as the Golden Rectangle , were
necessary steps towards crea *W economic free zone and
should be considered as a p@ 0/ ulahon of Thailand’s

policy of Constructi

In this scenario,
Myanmar was reco to be the key

player without who olden Re would never be

throughout the last two dec?des is cons1dered to be a significant factor in

pomoins s i N i W B 1 o

times the number %% these Mon economic immigrants has risen to the

extent that Tkl bt e QAN ALl

fear that ﬂlegal alien immigrants would dominate the labor market and

that some of these might engage in espionage activities has aggravated
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the situation. Thailand’s public attitude toward Myanmar’s Mons has
been affected by such fear.  Growing Rangoon-imposed pressure upon
their financial sources in the Mon State have weakened the New Mon
State Party,s financial position. Moreover, the working of the trans-
state ethnic Mon Nationalist Mov lwyng this period ,undubtedly
suffered mounting d1fﬁculhes \ effects from a Mon

et

point of view, of Thallarﬂi i litical move , with

constructive engageme

Even so,
border with Myanmar ,
mild or, more truly, lenient
groups contributed significantly tQ"E‘ usial

J‘ ,.,i'
.r-ﬂ‘
.-',.-__a"

states organizational network of various e

of this ethnic organiz: 2

mobile-cross-border mxhtaxy base whose members occupy dynamic social

Felegpdies R ﬁ*ﬂ%ﬁ%%&%%‘és%’%ﬂsﬁ
Shrlhink 8 4nsal AUATNL AN, ..

life , it should be noted that these trans-state ethnic organizational

networks could sustain themselves over a lbng period by mobilizing all
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necessary kinds of resources available within the environment they
dominate ; setting toll points on significant trade routes and providing
guard services for foreign businessmen in areas where, presumably illegal

economic activities operate.

This s1mau0n§§@",u/@ﬂn arkedly from 1995

onwards when a new Ran i la%ﬂf'as made so as to
eradicate the ethnic M ] ¥ g thounsands of

My

estern academics

Rangoon soldiers into

term as part of the Bu

some , this mc1dent nnghes Tha.lland S collusmn with the Rangoon

. e o) bR 33 of e o

military base of angkabun However , it is, believed that despite
dishanding *{d ol e sk Burisinde 6 Mohadivers
have secreted themselves in several spots across the vast ragged

mountainous Thai-Burmese border area, working on their projects. In the
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meantime, Thai high-ranking military officers are said to have tried to
persuade the Mon leaders to begin peace talks with Rangoon. One
obstacls that hindered both sides from making progress during several
meetings was their different view on economic interests to be shared. As

some critics noted that in june 199  of Myanmar,s ethnic Mon

~ guerrillas left the Thai border ith the ruling Burnese

A high-l the New Mon

State Party (NMSP), 1 flew In on two
Burmese helicopters ,E'H pposited Thailand’s

Kanchanaburi province, to n ’s.. n: 7 of Moulmein.

Four pre‘{iﬁxs rounds of peacg“ Burmese State
Law and Order Restorat : : ace in the state

capital. Previous talks ended in a deadlock as Slorc rejected a Mon

ot it ] 58 98 o o i

armed force wanted to operate in. ¢

b St CEab ST Talal | TTa P THEN

physical boundary between the areas controlled by each group and that
civilians and villagers could travel freely without hindrance from the two
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areas. Slorc promised to end forced labor of local villagers. It was not
known if both sides had reached any agreenment on the future of about
‘11,000 Mon refugees uprooted from their homes by the decades long

fighting in southern Myanmar , or on the continuation of cross-border

the New Mons State P: inveigled | arty fellows into
holding truce talks wi

Mon nationhood when >atene imtensify its pressure

starving the Mon wam in
f|

R T T —

to negotiate peace thh Rangoon was the increasing destructive military
potential ommmj mu m ’tl’lem ,1 a EJecade
Rangoon took steps towards strengthening its ties with Peking with the

aim of gaining military support from China. This move on Rangoon’s
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part has successfully resulted in successive influxes of Chinese modern
armament with which the Rangoon military has continued its suppression
of its own ethnic people.  Successive victories by the Central
Government armed forces over ethnic minorities, attributed partly to

these new weapons imported fmw t a very low price , have
demoralized the Mon learders

position , Swe
ing unnecéssary
losses and damages creat Wi ] ilicirs weapons. With
growing difficulties in gaf nd ¢ © _' port , he has presently had to
modify , if not change ,

‘ to survive these

vicisitudes.

in their calendar, during ‘earher negouauon with Rangoon ,the Mons

o oty o GRS ) I ) e

border at Three Pagodas Pass across from Kanchanaburi. The &New Mon
St Party Ut prkiont Svd Gt okl 1 Wikt dibtaon a
Khani village in Ye town in Moulmein province in Southern Myanmar |,

five-hours drive through mountainous terrain and one day,s walk from
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Three Pagoda Pass. It was attended by representatives from the State
Law and Order Restoration Council, ethnic Karens and other minorities.

In his New Year message, Mr. Swe Gyin said that the

Mons must never forget their ulti | of freedom and democracy,

while working to keep up with ethe in strengthening national

promised that everythin ove, including personal safety and
livelihoods, now they to fig] C. Unlike other

ethnic groups which neg th the R ( the Mons did not have

ll_;e

agreement made with Rangoon, 65@ ises had been respected.
(Bangkok Post (13 Febgv 1996)7 % F

over petroleum

exploration and exploxta on and gold mlmng in Mon-controlled areas.

s e oGRS SRS 10 P e

import and export, the Mons can gither form omt ventures with the

store ool 5\ \ 7173 I IR1INYIA L
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Most of the fishing grounds in the Andaman Sea in souther

Burma, as well as land routes between Thailand and Burma, are
controlled by the Mons. The New Mon State Party has also formed a
joint venture with a company based in Moulmein, Ramanya International

Lid, to carry goods between the two 1 grf)mng contries. The SLORC
however, maintains that the M%

must pass through its

attempt to terminate all
do so due to a limited its occupation of

much of the Mon-dominatéd area. ! Sizvi =" dynamic trans-state

Army. Thanks to ‘alliance, the Ne was able to
sustain itself by doing busmess with Thai busmessmen mainly by selling .

logs cut in the Mﬂwag %EJWW ‘ﬂ‘ﬁ last decade,

the political envirofiment of Thallaqd s nelghbgrmg counln&s_, became
incroasingly\sthble |3k b inciolobd efiors o) thiJoab} Twaras
optimizing tl?e political climate. Rangoon , for example, has promoted
its national political stability by holding trﬁce talks with ethnic minority
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leaders , all the while suppressing them out of their wits when the

opportunity arises.

In the late 80s , the Burmese Government rushed to open

its doors wider to outside world; courti ign capital and technology

mostly from China , Si ore also from Western
e

multinational corporations 1 -ils_ €& mic power base.

Thailand’s foreign and ok ¢ yanmar at the time
needed to be heavily v

political and economic

What should post-Cold War context,

In particular, when acute ideologi fion for legitimacy between
e

the two blocs ; soc1a]1$,m and democratic to an end, the

no longer beneﬁc1al but’ mstead burdensome to Th' and especially at

i s | ) PRSIV 9 i v

checkpoints with Tﬁalland for supporting or providing asylum fo;all those

Rangoon conbidrs hienivd 3 £ & V17172 El’lﬂ d
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It should be remarked that throughout this decade while

Rangoon has been criticizing Thailand for aiding Mon refugee-warriors ,
Thailand has been suspected by the West of turning a blind eye towards
the tragic incident in which Mon refugee camps at Sangkhaburi were

attacked by Burmese armed forces is is tragedy not only led to

a dismal weakening of the Ni Vo largest military base

collapse of the Mon goon began its

armed offensive against Consequently

several other ethnic gr e Karens were

widely purged by the R

In its attempt to reﬁha‘fe i Thailand , Myanmar has

DA

tﬂat m;vuh Thaland’s

.minorities, with

= ".-

suspended its concessgtjg on loggmg

private sector and has

partlcular reference to ‘rug- kincpin Khun Sa and his MTA troops.

st e SIS WY Domee

authorities to suspe construction of the Tha1- yanmar bn after

they accmaﬂma,mmmmm ﬁaﬁl such

accusations have lost ground considerably since the opium warlord
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surrendered to the Burmese Government in a widely publicised and well-
staged incident in January1996.(The Nation (16 January 1996)

Thailand s alleged insincerity in solving the ploblems of
Mon Nationalist Movement activiti 1 soil has long been used by
Rangoon as an excuse for @m!
logging operations in the w:res ns anmar’s hypocrisy as

Thal businessmen-run

well as to the new politic . Thai Government
came (o reorient its fr of keeping close
relations with Myanm: ‘ groups \‘ one promoting
Constructive Engagement /Wi ] i f whilst at the same time

motivating the ethnic mi ,. : : .enter into dialoque with

of constructive enﬁewmww @ Wﬁe’}ﬂ@dﬂ security

and various kmds business interests in Myanm: ar's various geconomic

sectors coutd o enbild| 3 DJaLAD 28N b Silpa-

Acha visited Myanmar in March of 1996 with the aim of returning
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relations between the two countries to a point which both consider

normal.

In addition to those factors , Thailand's long standing
’s natural gas for more
ing plant scheduled to

significant accelerating fa . pts at motivating

desire for the contracted purchase of

the leaders of Myanmr .

and eventually establishi
Publicity of People’s Struggls

held accomodating s decline , the

b
hoped for benefits 6“}] constructlve engagement with Rangoon

oaviging o5 Y B Y4 s v

its ultimate goal be%g to maintain border security , Thallan present

bavior ol o) vt %&3&% ﬂ&#ﬁ@sﬁt that

greater economlc benefits can be derived in areas suchas , exploitation of

natural gas , mineral , log , border trade and other joint venture with
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other countries on Burmese , with the approval of and support of the
Rangoon Government rather than those benefits which might acrue from

maintaining an alliance with the New Mon State Party.(Siam Post (Page 15)
(March 13, 1994)

Thailand does not V ttempt to achieve one
goal at the sacrifice of all @ @engage in some ways
e

designed to attain various ¢oi i | results Its dream of

fear of losing

opportunities in natur ies have merged

to propel its successive \ﬂnosphere through

its renowned diplomatic began to open up

.-r"'.*.p"'f & _

cfecagg.‘sg ntury can be

= ".-

For Thailand;’ the last

within the new and fiercel oy compeuuve envxronment of Southeast Asia.

s st ) B U 5 i o

upperhand over 'ﬂilcnland in their foreign agenda towards Myanmar.

haitand 4 S b e i s o e bl ) b «

favourable i unage amongst people of the new generation in neigbouring

countries, whose historical memories are largely fed with images of
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Thailand as Imperialist and the culturally superior Bangkokian. These
images need to be altered at a faster pace , not through a passage of time
but, more wisely, through strengthening ties with this new generation

the popular or grass roots level rather than through high sounding

diplomatic overtures. (Siam Post@ arch 13, 1994)
e,
H \

Southeast Asian Natio

mechanism existing in e 21 st century,

and a harmonization of icies and practices

towards Myanmar among "ASEAN : need to be first

that might help remforcé | angoon s suppressmn of 1ts own people. As

oo i o ST § i o

change but now m y see Constructive Engagement as an e rsement

of e santid] | 51\ 719 B N‘W]’W]El']ﬂ d
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The release of Aung San Sue Kyi , the most beloved
pro-democratic political opposition leader among liberal Burmans in the
year 1995 , not only symbolized a historical watershed in late 90s
Burmese politics but also gave a cue to Thai policy-makers to design a

more practical long-term foreign p 0 l{ Y g and to develop a strategy for

dealing with Myanmar s poli & Jictdo{lif] in the years to come.
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