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Since t i i ~thest \ \ ate in Medina, Arabia,

\c enter, has always been

the heart of the M#S1ih wini ¢ _ ¢ serving as a place of worship,

et

the mosque has also eCO~d-M'>“

over 1400 years

mortant Islamic institution
which serves the itical and social needs

of the Muslim &om

| -
The' purpmes of this study were to JB

pm@mﬁﬂﬂfm (-
N BT N "mma“ﬂ“ e

Proph Muhammad (peace be upon him)

2. determine whether the differences in the qualities of
the Imam affect the performance of the prescribed functions of the
mosque; and

3. perceive the expectations held by Muslims in cenfrél
Thailanci regarding the prescribed functions of the mosque in thé

L]
Future,



|
The rationale of the study was that effectivengss in fulfilling
the functions of the mosque as prescribed by the Propliet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) would help in better se;ving the Muslims within

the community.

Data were collected thuzol the following methods : personal

interviews; observation; and pai ion in Islamic activities

offered at the mosqué inee 'ﬂﬁ Three hundred and twenty
NN

rviewed and served as

the data, two sets of

Imam and one for the

—
arformed through mos ueé}ﬁﬁiﬁ,
: o A

Zay

relation to relly omic, and political

functions. “in quantity due to

'

economic conditions, i.e. mosques in up - co

i g S T

findings, mqrt mosques 1n up - country regions operate their functions

TR T ST B e o

yearl‘ Zakat, ingluding Zakat - ul - Fitr, as well as utilization as a

try regions have more

place of meeting for discussion on occupation.

2. As there is no difference in principle and quantity, with
the exception of that due to economic conditions as affecting quaﬁtity,
levels of religious and general knowledge, economic status, and. age
of the Imam are therefqre not related to the various functions of

‘the mosques as referred to earlier.



3. The expectation for future functions of thé mosque was
examined in relation to mosques in town and up - country regions, as
according to the general educational level, religious devotion, age,
and occupation of communal dependents. However, no relationship
existed between the degree of kdqyledge and economic status held by
the Imam and the fulfillment of tﬁéﬁ%ﬁggtiona of the mosque. Most
Muslims in central Tha;land exﬁected'thé.mosque's functions to be:

ﬂ

teaching of Qur'agﬁpnd' neral Islamic studles to the Musllm youth

on a regular basi ' ostablbehlng five*- tlme daily prayers

regularly.

Based upo vbsults :J the study, the following conclusions

. -“ !

.!-i‘ -‘{"
. Most mosdhep‘st1ll maiﬁtﬁln their functions as prescribed

and practiced in the perxod of thgﬁgrgphet Muhammad (peace be upon
hlm). --_“_:i - :{ s
\7 X

2 Thepe was no significant statlselcal dlfference concerning

were made :

the performance_gf the mosque's functions, éxcapt as related to economic

conditionss

The results of this/study were.expected to be useful, especially
to the imama and' leader at various levels in Thai Muslim communities
who were responsible in maihtaining the teaching and practice of
Islam as ordained by Allah and His Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him). 1In fact, an emphasis upon implementétion of the Islamic standards
could result in the growth and development not only in Thai Musliml

communities, but in Thai society at large.

*
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