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KEY WORD: PRENATAL CARE / RISK PREGNANCY / BIRTH WEIGHT

PUNTHIP PECHMEESRI : THE EFFECTS OF PRENATAL CARE UPON BIRTH WEIGHT
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The study of the effects of prenatal care upon birth weight and the
health of the new born in various maternal risk groups was carried out on
1,540 mothers who attended the antenatal clinic at Rajavithi Hospital and
delivery occured during November 1991 to January 1992.By using a simplified

antepartum risk assessment scoring ‘ Boonprldl Sirivongs and Sukunya
Parisunyakul, the pregnant wome: ied into 3 groups. A low risk
(scoref 2) ,moderate risk(scor ore 27) were found in 41. 1,
44.7 and 14.2% respectively.

The incidence of T6W birtl — risk,moderate risk and
high risk group are 5.2,8& : . € 1 . The more risk,the more
incidence rate of Low bir Ve i SIT ' tional age,low apgar score,

perinatal death and abnori Jolt B 1C
statistically significan ) [foi ight ,the health of the new

risk group attended first :
respectively) while most

trimester (47.7 and 48.0%
>nded at first trimester.

According to firsti : 2 in each group,it revealy that
abnormal labour rate was f6 / en who attended first
antenatal visit in second an"thggsft ¢ n the first trimester.

The difference showed statis 1cJI t in all groups(P< 0.001 in
low,moderate group,P< 0.05 in X1sK ¢ . The incidence of Low birth
weight was found less ;p pregn ’ﬁbmaﬁ: h irst antenatal visit
in first trimester thandthe mothers who att econd and third trimester,
but the difference sho T in the moderate group.

The more numbeigr te wora abnormal labour
rate was found, but the fference showed statisti ly significant in only
the low risk and moderate 1sk group. The mean apgar score was higher in

mothers who had mo visi howed statistically
significant in on étj ( iﬁt E ence rate of Low
birth weight was ant men ntenatal care visits

less than four. The rate of Low blr h weight ?%f found les§L}n group of

seken ﬁ?ﬁ«{ﬂﬁmiﬁ el S EETRERD we

the high risk
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