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New Thai Entrance Examination System
with University Ranking

Theeraporn Verathaworn

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the effect of the new entrance examination system
through university ranking since the Asiaweek magazine uses different criteria
each year. In the first year (2540 B.E. or 1997 C.E.), the magazine used five main
factors with assigned proportions in which the total proportion of all main factors is
the criterion for university ranking. In the second year, the magazine used the four
of the same criteria as the first year and replaced the faculty resources main factor by
a research output main factor. The assigned weights for each main factor were
changed except for the faculty resources main factor. This year, the magazine used
the same main factors as the second year with the same weight. However, the weights
of some main factors are derived differently, especially a portion of the student
selectivity main factor concerning the number of first year students accepted
compared with total applicants.

What happens in this new entrance examination system is that the selectiv-
ity (from students competing for admission) of some favourite faculties such as
Medicine and Engineering is approximately reduced to 2:1 while the selectivity of
formerly less popular faculties is approximately increased to 40:1. Thus, if the
magazine still implements the same criteria for the next university ranking, some
famous Thai university rankings will be even poorer. The author also points out
sorme inconsistencies in the magazine's university ranking results since the criteria
are not suitable for ranking academic institutions. In facts, one should use a
rating system instead of a ranking system to classify academic institutions.
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