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Research Methodology in Architecture

Vimolsiddhi Horayangkura

ABSTRACT

The complexity of research methods employed in research works in
Architecture is in accordance with the nature of architectural discipline and the
specific research issues. Architecture is essentially multidisciplinary in itself.
Research undertakings in Architecture usually involve interdisciplinary research
methodology.

The purposes of this study are to clarify the multiplicity of the field of
Architecture. The scope of research works in Architecture encompasses 5 major
dimensions as follows: 1) Art-Culture, 2) Social-Behavioral Aspects, 3) Resources
and Management, 4) Technology-Development, 5) Physical Environment. In
general, research topics in any of the first four dimensions are related to the fifth
or physical dimension as being generated through architectural design. In addition
to the intra-dimension studies, the inter-dimension investigations obviously impose
more complexities in research activities.

This study has pointed out the main streams of each research dimension and
related research approaches and methods, including the key issues to be analized in
reflecting the research objectives of various research works already undertaken or
should be undertaken. To conclude, the integration of various appropriate methods
should be introduced for each research setting. The multiple approaches are intrinsic
to data collections and analyses. Hence, in terms of research methodology in
architectural research, there are no prescriptions for the approaches and methods to
embark on. They are highly based on the interdisciplinary concerns and creativity
of researchers who should be capable in introducing interdisciplinary research
methodology that is suitable to each research mission.
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FANATHIMHNTANTLANNNTOINASININNIANEASE (AUNUAW 3) NNTIALAMUNANTTH

Quaternary Model that Integrates the Participation - Observation
and Overt-Covert Dimensions

PARTICIPATION
OBSERVATION
- OBSERVATION
- |
E OBSERVATION PARTICIPATION | TRANSIENT OBSERVATION
8 or :
OBSERVATION - AS- PARTICIPATION | COMPLETE OBSERVER
l
PARTICIPATION - AS- OBSERVATION :
_______________ |l - - - -
I
- OBSERVATION PARTICIPATION | SURVEILLANCE
& or I
S COMPLETE PARTICIPANT : COMPLETE OBSERVER
o | (as an outsider)
|

uaun1w 3 plunumadhdananisalifuanyizmntlaiuesioues

#iu1 V. Horayangkura, Observer-as-Partcipant Method of Data Gathering
New Directions for Program Evaluation, No. 42, 1989, p. 67
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