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Thesis Title Development of Private Higher Education Institutions
in Thailand

Name ﬂiss Orathai Phothisuk

Tﬁésis Advisor Associate~P;ofessor Paitoon Sinlarat, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor Amornchai fantimedh, Ph.D.

Department

Academic Year

The purpose : ﬁ Li  'was Ttudy and analyze the
origin'and.the developme / ?f»:ﬂ ) ﬂ;..\\ﬁéducation institutions
in Thailand in five as .ay ) ‘\ eﬁt, cirriculum and teaching,
administration, governm t Lpons. 't?;; in private higher education,
and the role of private secter in h . her eduéation. In addition, the

__.’,_.w"uw

trend of private hig as predicted.

Research mﬁxo v

- research. It includgqggtudying andngnalyzing various documents from

pimry s G FHHEHA TR s e sacsos

Archieves, Ministry of Education, Minissﬁy of Univeriapy Affairs, and etc.

oo FHNFID AP T3 BB acicn s e

adopted

uﬁ was descriptive historical

Findings:

1. - The Origin ©f Private Higher Education Institutions

Private higher education institutions came into existence

as a result of the public need for more opportunities'in higher learning.



The Thai‘privaté sector, then,'called for the right to participate
in providing this level of education. After a careful consideration,
the government annouced its decision to allow the private sector

to estabiish and operate institutions of higher edﬁcation on June

15, 1965. The first legislation to govern such involvment was The

Private College Act of 1969. the end of the experimental

period (1970-1976) had t ealized its ever-increasing

—_—
responsibilities and @J @lt, the Private College
Act of 1969 was abolis/ eplaced by i i
Higher Education Act £/ i lation, which is still in use,
was intended to upgr te such private
institutions whose a

bilities are similar to

those of state universi

2. Guidelines

: s P

y ey
Accordig -0 Tht -
4 L CA

Education Council éEFofe .

Act_of 1969, the private

sector would have wforth by the National
abliE} and operate private
institutions can be obtained. Latergdin addition to meeting those

. standards, lﬂ u&lmﬂﬂiw:ﬂqﬂﬁtm Act of 1979

further requlres an approval oﬁhthe proposed fields ofl.§tudy and accredltatlon
smultanaﬂﬁ ’lﬁg Q‘im um’] q m EJnflﬁ Ejnsed Wlthln

fifteen academlc years, the followings are interesting and noteworthy{
statistics. Of all thirty-two proposal to estabiish private institutions,
nineteen were approved, six disapproved, seven undecided, and one

disinvested. Also, four out of the approyed‘nineteen acquired university

status while the rest had college status.



B!
3. Cirriculum and Teaching

At first, private institutions only qualified to award
an associate degree. Because of the private sector's demand to be
able to award Bachlor Degree and the fact that Ramkhamhaeng
University, Thailand's first - ,_ rsity, came into existence,
the government agreed to Y b14 of- private institutions at
undergraduate level.~F
a close supervision M
and increase the pub e. When a new
legislation was in ef y WeC ,f? e i stitutioné to award
up to Doctoral Degree. ' 1986 ”“, private institutions
of higher education ar
as to conform with the F
In addition, private 1nst1t
Agrlculture, Sc1en@¥b gné’Tﬂdhma phasis mainly on Nursing.

“Increase, the

students will outnumber

S"ude"“ﬂuEJ’WIEJV]‘iWEJ’]ﬂ‘i

1strat10n, Government responsibilities in Private
¢ = S

'-o decrease. Also, femal

Srl Education

The administration of private institutions requires an
executive board composed of business experts and scholars and
representatives from the Ministry of University Affairs. However,
whereas the government emphasizes the issues of stability, standards
of education, and the quality of the graduates, 1es§ emphasis is placed

on the internal structure of the institutions.




The role of private institutions in promoting the country
higher education, in the past as well as present, is clearly defined
in regard to the teaching-learning process and graduate production,

In pratichlar, the second legislation dictates that private
institutions must operate and maintain their status in accordance with

the charter.

5.

Trends for
' L
Future d “er education institutions
will include a revi 1ing i tion enabling them to

operate with much re, the establishment

of new private insti on the private

sector's readiness rational standards and

government will be nrough ad 1nlstjgk1ve and academic

activities, ﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁ Ct‘ﬁ %‘ Wﬂ"ﬁ

In‘fonclus1on, durlng the past deca e the prlvate sector
e e BT ST I
education at the highest levels. Future development lies within the
private sector's commitment to academic excellence and continuing
government assistance and support. As a result, private higher
education will form a wvital part toward the attainment of international

standards of the country higher education.
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