CHAPTER I

BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE
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However, through sexual contact, asymptomatic women

also act as source of infection for their sexual partners. The
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organism may be transmitted from an asymptomatic person to
another individual who may develop a symptomatic infection. So
it may spread to the population, and becomes a difficult
social problem. Symptoms may also appear at any time in the

previously asymptomatic host.

In addition, it f early neonatal sepsis.

Babies can be infected ough the birth canal

leading to conjunctivitisa nally life-threatening
(e.g., pneumonia, ms gf v15) . \ sr,. there are studies
that have found tha .-1_}éhn\\\:i;sx\ been associated
with infertility ( ' : \\ B\W., Derrick F.C.,
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(Rein M.F., Chapel T_é;g&h "f Its documented role
necessitates tr#LE --------- -~ﬂ~———~—f""v——w:w ptomatic host.
Prevalence figureé are TO . limited number of
surveys compiled frog data from sexually transmitted disease
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entities of candidiasis, trichomoniasis, and Dbacterial
vaginosis account for over 90% of the cases of vaginitis
(Sobel J.D., 1990). It also has been recognized that the

vaginal epithelial state, under the control of estrogens,
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changes greatly in different phases of life, and therefore the
vagina is susceptible to infection by different potential

pathogens at different age periods (Carol A. Spiegel, 1989),

(Table 1).
Newborn 6 week Puberty Childbearing age Menopause
* * x& —k >
Yeast N.gonorrheoea w._ // N.gonorrheoea
3 é
C.trachomatis Ch: as. vaginalis C.trachomatis

Table 1. Changes with Changes 1in

Estrogen Status.

Because of above and with the

view to research the infective agents of
vaginal infections among s Ily “active childbearing age

females, this st interest in these

three common rial vaginosis,

candidiasis, and tchhSm-- e ialeption population.
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in less developed countr1es, the life style of the population
QAR ST IV I e ion
has an indigent population, with 1016 females in the age of
15-49. The majority of the inhabitants are farmers, with the
thatched houses. The transportation is quite difficult
because of the muddy lanes, and the principal transportation

means for P.H. inhabitants are bicycles or by foot. P.H. has
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just built the regional health care center for two years, with
3 practical health workers. Apart from these characteristics,
only in the premise of the health care center has tab water,
the rest of the community has an access to wells, ponds, and

lake within the vicinity of the community.

It is recomme ndamental research is

worthwhile to be do he magnitude of the
problem on the hea opulation. It also
will be the first -rities for health

care programmes.

This study to establish the

prevalence of three ¢ women with or without
symptoms and/or signs ital_infection and to
identify the associated -aginal infections among
sexually active ,; _______;u-”‘ 3-,“, ,iE,f P.H. community.
As a result, treat .:: ng were provided,

that may benefit mo t from the screen1ng of infections caused

by vaginal “”ﬂouﬁw ﬁ]ij Enﬂ‘j

The result of this study may ke used as &/tool to aid
the planﬂnﬁ’]ﬁﬁnh‘im um’]am&la Hy be used
to help determ1ne the priorities for the allocation of

resources to alternative health improvement procedures.



RESEARCH QUESTIONS:

Primary Research Question :

What is the prevale ~common infective agents of

vaginal infections with 3”=’”7«; : in the three common
infections (i.e., badCteri va candidiasis, and

trichomoniasis) among secxuad ctive QQL\-bearing age females

in Phuoc Hiep (PH) coj 4’1?{

econdary Research g

What are the agsag vaginal infections

among sexually active males in Phuoc Hiep

(PH) community, Cu Chi (
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OBJECTIVES:

The purposes of this research are two-fold: namely, to

find out the prevalence of common infective agents of vaginal

\\/

(i.e., bacterial vaginad f{fi and .-.~'_v and trichomoniasis),

infections with an interest three common infections

and to explore the :~;wé"ed fat ngg vaginal infections

/.j

among sexually acti emales in Phuoc Hiep

(P.H.) community,
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