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“Article 273 (1) If the debtor has a matured claim against the creditor
arising from the same legal relationship upon which his own obligation is based, he may,
unless a contrary intention appears from the obligation, refuse to effect the performance due
from him until the performance due to him is effected. '

(2) Whoever is obliged to hand over an object has the same right, if he
has a claim due on account of disbursements incurred in connection with the object, or on
account of any damage cause to him by it, unless he has acquired the object by a willful

unlawful act.”

(3) The credito se of the right of lien by giving

security. The giving of security by
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“Article 369 (1) A merchant has, on account of due claims which he has
against another merchant, arising out of mutual commercial transactions, a right of lien over

movable things and securities of the debtor, which come into his possession with the latter’s

consent by reason of commercial transactions, insofar as he still has control over them,
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especially if by means of bills of lading, shipping bills or warehouse receipts he is able to
dispose of them. The right of lien is also established when the ownership of the thing has
passed from the debtor to the creditor or has been transferred by a third person acting on
behalf of‘the debtor to the creditor, but retransferred to the debtor.”
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