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## 5378286838: MAJOR APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY

KEYWORD: STEREOTYPE THREAT/ SELF-ESTEEM/ ATTRIBUTIONAL STYLE/ MATHEMATICS

PERFORMANCE
THANARAK KHUNSRIRAKSAKUL: EFFECTS OF STEREOTYPE THREAT, SELF-
ESTEEM, AND ATTRIBUTIONAL STYLE ON MATHEMATICS PERFORMANCE OF
FEMALE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. THEERAPORN
UWANNO, Ph. D., 80 pp.

The purposes of this research were to study the effects of self-esteem, attributional style,
and stereotype threat on mathematics performance of female high school students. Participants were
167 female high school students from a large government school in Bangkok who were assigned into
one of eight conditions of the 2 x 2 x 2 factor design: 2 stereotype conditions (threat vs. no threat) x 2
self-esteem conditions (high vs. low) x 2 attributional style conditions (optimism vs. pessimism).

Mathematics performance was assessed by using a mathematics test.

The results are as follows:

From 3 way analysis of variance: 2 stereotype conditions (threat vs. no threat) x 2 self-
esteem conditions (high vs. low) x 2 attributional style conditions (optimism vs. pessimism), there is
statistically significant main effect of stereotype threat [F(1,159) = 4.71, p < .05] in which students in
the stereotype threat condition have significantly lower mathematics performance (M = 8.01, SD =
5.99) than students in the no stereotype threat condition (M = 10.18, SD = 5.89)(p < .05). The main
effect of self-esteem is statistically significant at .001 [F(1,159) = 18.91, p < .001] in which students
in the low self-esteem condition have significantly lower mathematics performance (M = 7.37, SD =
5.41) than students in the high self-esteem condition (M = 11.10, SD = 6.08) p < .001. The main
effect of attributional style is not statistically significant [F(1,159) = 0.05, ns]. Interaction between

stereotype threat and self-esteem is statistically significant at .001 [F(1,159) = 8.88, p < .001].

Field of study ....Applied Psychology.......... Student’s Signature........cooceveiiiiiiiie

Academic year....... 2010 AQVISOr'S SIgNATUIe....c.ueiiiiiiieiie e
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