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Anthropological Research: Theoretical Perspective,
Methodological Concern and the Question of Representation

Chayan Vaddhanaphuti

ABSTRACT

This article discusses the development, changes and problems of
anthropologicallethnographic research method. It focuses first on various theoretical
perspectives which shape anthropological knowledge as well as the problem of
representation in anthropological mode of inquiry. The article examines the concept
of ethnography as a mean and a process of learning culture. Although ethnographic
research employs two basic methods of data gathering: participant observation and key
informant interviewing, the crucial aspect is a process of social interaction between
ethnographer, the outsider, and those who are studied, the native or the insider.
An ethnographer must learn to interpret the meaning of culture through insider’s view.
The articles also discusses the current issues in ethnographic writing which
emphasizes dialogical and polyvocal approaches as well as literary style in representation.
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The Integration of Ideal Graduate
Characteristics in Research Methods

Manee Chaiteeranuwatsiri

ABSTRACT

The goal of graduate production is to produce high potential graduates in
researches to build and apply their findings for social or national development.
However, the researcher integrated ideal graduate characteristics to the research
process for the students could be performed by their paying effective attention to
learning, searching, thinking and acting both singly and in a team, working with
high professional ethics for social benefit. The target group were students from the
Doctoral Environmental Educational Programme who registered for the course:-
“Advanced Research Methodology in Environmental Education” in the year 1997-1998.
The instructor and students nearly determined activities and integrated ideal graduate
characteristics in “ A Participatory Action Research on Students, Families, School and
Community Development through Environmental Educational Process”. The results
found that the target students had to self-adapt to all activities. The characteristics:-
ability to work individually or in a team, having a research ethic, and taking social
benefit were achieved to the goal, while paying high attention to learning and searching,

thinking and acting were satisfied to a moderate level.
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Background

The goal of graduate production is to produce high potential graduates in
research to build and apply their findings for social or national development. So the
graduates must study the research methodology and do a thesis. The researcher
component:- will have a theoretical knowledge, a research method and context; a
research ethic in regard to any titles that may or may not be available to research such
as the copying of academic work without correct reference (or permission) or use of

personal data and presentation of facts sincerely .

Class management in research methodology was necessary to develop its
knowledge, process, research findings transmission and application. However, the
researcher integrated ideal graduate characteristics to the research process for the
students could be performed by their paying effective attentions to learning, searching ,
thinking and acting both singly and in a team, working with high professional ethics for

social benefit during the academic semester.

Development related the research knowledge, method, findings, transmission
and application, however, the instructor had determined different forms of class
performance in self study, high technology data searching individuallly and in teams,
working before research acting participatively between the instructors and the students
on “A Participatory Action Research on Students, Families, School and Community

Development Through Environmental Education Process”

Even though this was a new project, the instructor required the students taking
out of class area research. Therefore an opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills
in environmental education that they had learned in the doctoral program in “Educational
Science Course for social benefit” as the characteristics: “knowing to learn, truely know

and learning to do”

Objectives

To integrate Thai Ideal Graduate Characteristics in Research Method in “A
Participatory Action Research on Students, Families, School and Community Development

Through Environmental Education Process” The researcher expects that the students
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can absorb the characteristics of paying attention to learning, searching, thinking and
acting with a professional ethic and produce a social benefit working in teams or

individually.

Operational Definitions

Main context in advanced research for Environmental Education focus on
participatory action research methods for searching environmental problems,

developing environmental quality and quality of life.

A readiness of the instructor and students was to pay active attention to each

other with complete effort on the research activity performances.

Ideal Graduate Characteristics are, paying effective attention to learning,
reasonable thinking ,decision making, ability to perform both individually and in teams,

working with a professional ethic and to realize a social benefit and caring behaviors.

Target Population

The target group were students of the Doctoral Environmental Education
Programme who registered for the course:- “Advanced Research Methodology in
Environmental Education”. There were; 7 students in 2™ semester, academic year 1997

and 11 students in 1* and 2™ semester, academic year 1998.

Methodology

Educational Plan Determination.

Instructor and students nearly determined activities and results followed the
course description; including to characteristic integration of one paying attention to
leamning, searching, thinking and acting with a professional ethic and social benefit both

working singly and a team as the process follows.
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Ideal Graduate Characteristics

Process

Paying attention to learning and

searching

Self studying and class presentation
Evaluation of results and class

presentations.

Being skilled at thinking and acting

Decision making by student group
method.
Work assignment by student group.

Evaluation of results and observation.

Ability to work individually

Each student completing a single
work reporting and presenting it to
the instructor.

Evaluation of student’s reports

Ability to work in a team with 9 items

of professional ethics specified by The

National Research Council as follows;

1. Researchers must be honest and
virtuous to both the academic and
management areas.

2. Researchers must realize to the
research mission treating to the
supportor and the attached

organization.

3. Researchers must have a fundamental
knowledge in the field research.

4. Researchers must take responsibility
for the material research on both
biotics and nonbiotics.

5. Researchers must respect the prestige
and human rights of the research

samplings.

Doing Socio-Metrix both pre and
post learning
Circulate in teams to ensure ability to

participate with others.

Taking a research “A Participatory
Action Research on Students, Families.
School and Community Development
Through Environmental Education
Process”

Evaluating the Socio-Matrix results
and observations.

Agreement; group members behaving
positively, accepting others differences/
similarities/weaknesses, strength, not
being selfish but generous and exchangg

knowledge creatively anytime.
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Ideal Graduate Characteristics Process
6. Researchers must be free thinking and | - Being dutiful to researcher’s ethics.
not bias any steps of the research - Behaving properly toward other
methodology. persons related to the research such as
7. Researchers must research findings in students, teachers and leaders in the
the right manner. community. Thus, realizing that
8. Researchers should respectively researchers are not dictators but having
consider other academic opinions. a shared learning and interpersonal
experience.
9. Researchers should take all levels of - Participate in group evaluations and
social responsibility. informal discussions with others related
to the research.
Ability to ensure an outcome with a - Research findings can benefit students,
social benefit. families, school and community.
- Evaluating the research results,
interviewing and meeting students,
families, school and community.

The research methodology was performed as the process specified in class
and using field research. Observation was used to evaluate students’ research knowledge
and skill. Ideal graduate characteristics were measured from student behaviors by way
of instructor observation and participative evaluation within the student group and

others related to the research.

Research Findings

The research finding in 2™ academic year 1997 and 1% semester academic year

1998 were as follows;

1. Student response to educational process
An educational process management on advanced research methodology

needs several academic and development characteristics activities and appointment, the
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students had to self-adapt to all activities, so their maturity could be the main factor
to achieve the goal. However, individual differences, experience accumulation and the
student habits affected the majority receiving a good range, however, some received an

excellent response.

2. Ideal Graduate characteristics.
2.1 “Persons paying high attention to learning and searching” were satisfied
to a moderate level, almost every one still had a way of assigned searching for class
presentation only not profound and modernized, however there were some students

presenting information researched from the internet.

2.2 “thinking and acting” were intermediate, however, the majority didn’t
voice their opinions in the meeting even though they may have thought differently. Only
some being leaders took action without group conflict. The behaviors mentioned are

always found in Thai society.

2.3 “Ability to work individually or in a team” were satisfied, however,
team work could be possible if the work were suitably arranged to each group member’s
skills. The instructor made the special agreement that everyone in class had to work
efficiently together (even if individuals had a dislike for another). Social-Matrix was
taken for its evaluation. This made them adapt their behaviors to the condition, even if
someone had a serious problem in a group, the behaviors returned to being good

in both this subject and others,

2.4 “Having a researcher ethic” was satisfied, no bad points were found in
the research. There were occasions when the students tried convincing the informants
but all were always aware. In addition, most students showed great responsibility and

paid attention to ensure a social benefit.

2.5 “Taking social benefit” was achieved to the goal, therefore; students,
families, school and community would be satisfied with both the direct results and the
impact such as the awareness and requirement of the informants need the researchers

taking action or research in some schools communities or other areas as well.
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Limitation and Application

1. There are many prepared conditions as follow;
1.1 Instructor and student must qualify with complete knowledge; community
experiences, and paying attention to ensure social benefits.
1.2 Duration should be enough to undertake the activities. One semester is too
short to achieve the objectives.
1.3 Sufficient budgeting

1.4 Good management

2. The mentioned process may be applied for education management to the
graduate school, on account of there being less students for each class and some

subjects having been previously covered and then adapted to the appropriate condition.
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