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# # 4080161622 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEY WORD: IMAGES /MINORITIES/THAI NOVELS
PINAMPAI ~ SIRIPUJAKA: IMAGES OF MINORITIES IN THAI NOVEL: A
SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. TRISILPA
BOONKHACHORN Ph. D., 143 pp. ISBN 974-13-0539-7

The purpose of this thesis is to study the evolution of the portrayal of “minorities” in Thai
novels written during the period of 1977-1997. The study shows that before 1977, minorities appear
as minor characters in adventure novels, as heroines in romantic novels and as heroes in novels that
have the theme of loyalty to the king. However, these characters cannot really be considered as

cultural representatives of minorities.

In the novels written during 1977-1987, the images of minorities are more clearly
delineated, as minorities are presented as major characters, and narration, setting and plots give
more details on lifestyles, social conditions and cultural traits of these peoples. However, the images

of minorities in these novels are still those of the governed and undeveloped.

In the novels of the period from 1988-1997, the images of minorities become more
diversified. The details of minorities’ social and cultural identities are more nuanced, and
“modernization” is an important theme in these novels. The images of minorities in this period can be

summarized as those of diverse cultural identities and “modernization ”

The images of minorities in Thai novels have evolved from being only minor characters to
become more clearly delineated as major ones; the depiction of their lifestyles, societies and cultures
has also become more accurate. These factors contribute to the public’ s better understanding of the

minorities who are vital part of Thai society.

Department Comparative literature Student’'s signature...........cocoviiiiiiiii
Field of study Comparative literature AdVISOr's signature.........cocoeviviiiiiiiieen
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