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beguile by offering readers a strong world, exciting adventures, or puzzling
mysterious. It aims at no higher purpose than amusement. Adventure stories,
DETECTIVE STORIES, tales of FANTASY, and many humorous stories are frankly

escape literature, and they exist for no other purpose than to translate readers for a



time from the care ridden actual world to an entrancing world of the

imagination...(1992 :179)
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... Detective Story is a story in which a crime, usually a murder -the identity of
the perpetrator unknown- is solved by a detective through a logical assembling and

interpretation of palpable evidence, know as clues. ... (1992 : 132-133)
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... A detective novel, like any other work of fiction, consist of (a) a problem,
(b) its solution. In this particular form of fiction the problem usually consists of a crime,
preferably murder, and the finding of the criminal by someone (an amature,
professional, or accidental detective) who eventually reaches the last chapter with all

the loose ends tied up in pretty little pink knots. ... (1945: 89)
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... This novel contains not one but two stories: the story of the crime and the
story of the investigation. In their purest form, these two stories have no point in
common. ...The first story, that of the crime, ends before the second begins. But what
happens in the second? Not much. The characters of this second story, the story of
investigation, do not act, they learn. Nothing can happen to them. It is no accident that
it is often told by a friend of the detective. ... (1977 : 44)
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...There is the "whodunit” school, what George Grella calls the “formal
detective novel,” which we term mystery fiction (e.g., the novels of Christie). And there
is the “mean streets” school, what Grella calls the “hardboiled detective novel,” which

we term detective fiction. ... (Malmgren 1997 : 25)
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..."You, of course, saw that everyone in the street was an accomplice. They
were all engaged for the evening.”

“l guessed as much.”

“Then, when the row broke out, | had a little moist red paint in the palm of my
hand. | rushed forward, fell down, clapped my hand to my face and became a piteous
spectacle. Itis an old trick.”

“That also | could fathom.”

“Then they carried me in. She was bound to have me in. What else could
she do? And into her sitting-room, which was the very room which | suspected. It lay

between that and her bedroom, and | was determined to see which. They laid me on a
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couch, | motioned for air, they were compelled to open the window, and you had your
chance.”

“How did that help you?”

“It was all-important. When a woman thinks that her house is on fire, her
instinct is at once to rush to the thing which she value most... Now it was clear to me
that our lady of to-day had nothing in the house more precious to her than what we are
in quest of. She would rush to secure it. The alarm of fire was admirable done. The

smoke and shouting here enough to shake nerves of steel...” (Doyle 1986a : 225-226)
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..." This,” said he, taking a gray roll of paper from his bureau, “is the original
of that secret treaty between England and Italy of which, | regret to say, some rumours
have already got into the public press. It is of enormous importance that nothing
further should leak out. The French or the Russian Embassy would pay an immense

sum to learn the contents of these papers.” (Doyle 1986a : 616)
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..., and two people saw him as he passed over this ground. One was an old
woman, whose name is not mentioned, and the other was William Crowder, a game
keeper in the employ of Mr.Turner. Both these witness depose that Mr.McCarthy was
walking alone. The game-keeper adds that within a few minutes of his seeing
Mr.McCarthy pass he had seen his son, Mr.James McCarthy, going the same way with

a gun under his arm... (Doyle 1986a : 269)
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...A girl of fourteen, Patience Moran, who is the daughter of the lodge-
keeper of the Boscombe Valley estate, was in one of the woods picking flowers. She
states that while she was there she saw, at the border of the wood and close by the
lake, Mr. McCarthy and his son, and that they appeared to be having a violent quarrel.
She heard Mr. McCarthy the elder using very strong language to his son, and she saw
the latter raise up his hand as if to strike his father. She was so frightened by their
violence that she ran away and told her mother when she reached home that she had

left the two McCarthys quarrelling near Boscombe Pool... (Doyle 1986a : 269-270)
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...There have been cases before now where trainers have made sure of
great sums of money by laying against their own horses through agents and then

preventing them from winning by fraud... (Doyle 1986a : 475)
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...The villian Sholto went off to India, but he never came back again. ...
Morstan went = over.to Agra shortly afterwards and found, as we expected, that the
treasure was indeed gone. The scoundrel had stolen it all without carrying out one of
the conditions on which we had sold him the secret. From that | lived only for
vengeance. | thought of it by day and | nursed it by night. It became an overpowering,
absorbing passion with me. | cared nothing for the law-nothing for the gallous. To

escape, to track down Sholto, to have my hand upon his throat-that was my one
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thought. Even the Agra treasure had come to be a smaller thing in my mind than the

slaying of Sholto. ... (Doyle 1986a : 200-201)

Tuuotenegadniunedu sou “dunfeanenld” anansaudidaudadunssanaasune
y doas ia - ' 4 o
yoyasgpng anvniiviniusdideusuneyyauinainaswsungnunayyasaaiuaiineday

an

o dl Y & a 1 al o dll L a
INRAABRAN ﬂﬂﬂu’]ﬂﬂﬁ@l,ﬂufyﬁmsﬂﬂ%mL@H‘LlllﬂL@WL?@Q?WQIMMWHVI@\?@MWQ

Aurawreil llsansnnilines widsudianatuinaaiu udqldmany

4y 4 a SHa . = & A - Cuy o A o a

\AenfauaaIiy WeyAINATENNIMIan wRsiNyrtazaanauls fanuiduans
1 al < A o ?a// =X 1R 1 v [ Y ol M yXR 1

wiinsufasasaeny mazdeiuasantenassiaunaednliusinauis T litnmedn

wllRaLAznd@nn... (waufa-uneadny 2509 : 424)

UANAINANUE WWN1IABARNIANITNIBINIABIADUNAZINDWAULAY T8N19aslauTILAY
@l v =< o P A > = I ° A o g A &
AdANARNEAAITUNIN  NaaRadnIgidanganidataanuian s ldenuendie inliutiena

7

wnpaumelnelaifivaunalidundaunalfinuds lumew “The Sign of Four” tadudwuanie
nsAnazesFetanteals AN aNNANHILIANEUMUINBLE N AN A1 e MU NN IaIAn

TRE = A v v o g w= | v o o o > o o o Ao o
wsilaidunaunadulafiguinFraussinliteunmaumals senlasudldnaiuinduluanennngs

NIN13TUGATAN

... He pointed to what looked like a long dark thorn stuck in the skin just
above the ear.

“It looks like a‘thorn,” said |

“Itis a thorn. You may pick it out. But be careful, for it is poisoned.”

| took it up between my finger and thumb. It came away from the skin so
readily that hardly any mark was left behind. One tiny speck of blood showed where

the puncture had been. ... (Doyle 1986a : 136)
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...In choosing a few typical cases which illustrate the remarkable mental
qualities of my friend, Sherlock Holmes, | have endeavored, as far as possible, to
select those which presented the minimum of sensationalism, while offering a fair field
for his talents... With this short preface | shall turn to my notes of what proved to be a

strange, though a peculiarly terrible, chain of events. ...(Doyle 1986b : 321)
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...The intense interest aroused in the public by what was known at the time
as “The Styles Case” has now somewhat subsided. Nevertheless, in view of the world-
wide notoriety which attended it, | have been asked, both by my friend Poirot and the
family themselves, to write an account of the whole story. This, we trust, will effectually

silence the sensational rumours with the affair... (Christie 1984c : 1)
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..In company with Poirot, | have investigated many strange cases, but none,
| think, to compare with that extraordinary series of events with held our interest over a
period of many years, and which culminated in the ultimate problem brought Poirot to

solve.... (Christie 1984d : 119)
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.. The event in question occurred in the early days of my association with
Holmes, when we were sharing room as bachelors in Baker Street... (Doyle 1986a :

346)
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... It was a few weeks before my own marriage, during the days when | was

still sharing rooms with Holmes in Baker Street... (Doyle 1986a : 388)
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... At the time that | was sharing room with my friend Hercule Poirot, it was
my custom to read aloud to him the headlines in the morning newspaper, The Dairy

Blare... (Christie 1984d : 185)
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... "Found a screw-driver and some screws on the wash hand stand. Seems
to have smoked heavily during the night, too. Here are four cigar-ends that | picked out
of the fireplace.”...

Holmes opened it and smelled the single cigar which it contained.

“Oh, this is a Havana, and these others are cigars of the peculiar sort which
are imported by the Dutch from their East Indian colonies. They are usually wrapped in
straw, you know, and are thinner for their length than any other brand.” He picked up
the four ends and examined them with his pocket-lens.

“Two of these have been smoked from a holder and two without,” said he.
“Two have been cut by a not very sharp knife and two have had the ends bitten off by a
set of excellent teeth. This is no suicide, Mr. Lanner. It is a very deeply planned and

cold-blooded murder.”... (Doyle 1986a : 591-592)
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... “Poirot,” | said, in a burst of enthusiasm, “you are magnificent. All that from
the one little clue of the handkerchief!”

“And the cigarette-smoke. If the window' had been closed, and all those
cigarettes smoked, the room ought-to have been full of stale tobacco. Instead, it was
perfectly fresh, so | deduced at once that the window must have been open all night,
and only closed in the morning, and that gave me a very interesting line of speculation.
| could conceive of no circumstances under which a murderer could want to shut the
window. It would be to his advantage to leave it open, and pretend that the murderer
had escaped that way, if the theory of suicide did not go down. ... (Christie 1984d :
117-118)
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... “And yet-you are all wrong! Your eyes have lied to you-as they lied to you
on the night of the Victory Ball. To ‘see things with your own eyes’ as they say, is not
always to see the truth. One must see with the eyes of the mind; one must employ the

little cells of gray!...” (Christie 1984d : 103)
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... He had a certain disdain for tangible evidence, such as footprints and
cigarette ash, and would maintain that, taken by themselves, they would never enable
detective to solve a problem. Then he would tap his egg-shaped head with absurd
complacency, and remark with great satisfaction: “The true work, it is done from within.
The little grey cells-remember always the little gray cells, mon ami!”... (Christie 1984b :

17)
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... When | arrived at Baker Street | found him huddled up in his armchair.
With updrawn knees, his pipe in his mouth and his brow furrowed with thought. It was
clear that he was in the throes of some vexatious problem. With a wave of his hand he
indicated my old armchair, but otherwise for half and hour he gave no sign that he was

aware of my presence. ... (Doyle 1986b : 588)
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... “Hercule Poirot's methods are his own. Order and method, and 'the little
grey cells.' Sitting at ease in our own arm-chairs we see the things that these others
over look and we do not jump to the conclusion like the worthy Japp.”... (Christie
1984a : 2-3)
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...t was daylight when | awoke.
Poirot was still sitting where he had been the night before.
His attitude was the same, but in his face was a difference. His eyes were

shining with that queer Cat-like green light that | knew so well. ...(Christie 1992a : 89)
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... It was close upon four before the door opened, and a drunken-looking
groom, ill-kempt and side-whiskered, with an inflamed face and disreputable clothes,
walk into the room . Accustomed as | was to my friend’s amazing powers in the use of
disguise, | had to look three times before | was certain that it was indeed he. ... (Doyle

1986a : 218)
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... “...Billy, you will show his Lord ship out, and tell Mrs. Hudson that | should

be glad if she would send up dinner for two as soon as possible”... (Doyle 1986b : 518)
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... "Watson, but | think we shall just have time for a cup of tea at the

Chequers before we catch it."... (Doyle 1986b : 605)
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... "Splendid!" | said heartily. "Now, what about some tea?"
"Spoken like a true English man," said Poirot with a sigh. "l suppose it is not

likely that | could obtain here a glass of sirop?"... (Christie 1984d : 118)
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... His very person and appearance were such as to strike the attention of the
most casual observer. In height he was rather over six feet, and so excessively lean
that he seemed to be considerably tall. His eyes were sharp and piercing, save during
those intervals of torpor to which | have alluded; and his thin, hawk-like nose gave his
whole expression an air of alerthess and decision. His chin, too, had the prominence
and squareness which mark the man of determination. His hands were invariably
blotted with ink and stained with chemicals, yet he was possessed of extraordinary
delicacy of touch, as | frequently had occasion to observe when | watched him

manipulating his fragile philosophical instruments.... (Doyle 1986a : 10)
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. in his methods of thought he was the neatest and most methodical of
mankind, and although also he affected a certain quite primness of dress,... (Doyle

1986a : 527)
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... Poirot was an extraordinary looking little man. He was hardly more than
five feet, four inches, but carried himself with great dignity. His head was exactly the
shape of an egg, and he always perched it a little on one side. His moustache was very
stiff and military. The neatness of his attire was almost incredible. | believe a speck of
dust would have caused him more pain than a bullet wound. ... (Christie 1984c: 19)
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... It was unfortunate circumstance that the first time people saw my friend
they were always disposed to consider him as a joke of the first water. ...(Christie

1984c: 27)
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“The Adventure of the Clampham Cook”

... “You're not a bit like what | though you'd be,” said the lady, eyeing him
with some disfavour. “Did you pay for the bit in the paper saying what a clever

detective you were, or did they put it in themselves?”... (Christie 1984d : 186)
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....Nothing could exceed his energy when the working fit was upon him; but
now and again a reaction would seize him, and for-days on end he would lie upon the
sofa‘in a sitting-room, hardly uttering.a word or moving a muscle from morning to night.
On these occasions | have noticed such a dreamy, vacant expression in his eyes, that |
might have suspected him of being addicted to the use of some narcotic... (Doyle

1986a : 10)
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... “Well, | have a trade-of my own. | suppose | am the only one in the world.
I’'m a consulting detective, if you can understand what that is. Here in London we have
lots of government detectives and lots of private ones. When these'fellows are at fault,
they come to me, and | manage to put them on the right scent.”... (Doyle 1986a : 13)
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... AN ANOMALY which often struck me in the character of my friend
Sherlock Holmes was that, although in his methods of thought he was the neatest and
most methodical of mankind, and although also he affected a certain quite primness of
dress, he was none the less in his personal habits one of the most untidy men that ever

drove a fellow-lodger to distraction... (Doyle 1986a : 527)
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... “I am better than the police,” said Poirot. He said it without conscious

arrogance.... (Christie 1974 : 38)
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... “For |-l say it in all modesty-am a great deal more intelligent than une
petite comme ca. |, Hercule Poirot, might see a connection where she sees none.

...(Christie 1992a : 43)
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... | had imagine that Sherlock Holmes would at once have hurried into the
house and plunged into a study of the mystery. Nothing appeared to be further from his
intention. With an air of nonchalance which, under the circumstances, seemed to me to
border upon affection, he lounged up and down the pavement, and gazed vacantly at
the ground, the sky, the opposite houses and the line of railings. Having finished his
scrutiny, he proceeded slowly down the path, or rather down the fringe of grass which

flanked the path, keeping his eyes rivets upon the ground... (Doyle 1986a : 21)
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... When | arrived at Baker Street | found-him huddled up'in'his armchair with
updrawn knees, his pipe in his mouth.and his brow furrowed with thought. It was clear
that he was in the throes of some vexations problem.  With a wove of his hand he
indicated my old armchair, but otherwise for half an hour he gave no sign that he was

aware of my presence... (Doyle 1986b : 588)
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Sherlock Holmes was in a melancholy and philosophic mood that

morning. His alert practical nature was subject to such reactions... (Doyle 1986b : 649)
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... “Do you know, Watson,” said he, “| believe your revolver is going to have a
very intimate connection with the mystery which we are investigating.”

“My dear Holmes, you are joking.”

“No, Watson, | am very serious. There is a test before us. If the test comes
off, all will be clear. And the test will depend upon the conduct of this little weapon.
One cartridge out. Now we will replace the other five and put on the safety catch. So
that increases the weight and makes it a better reproduction.”

| had no glimmer of what was in his mind, nor did he enlighten me,...

“A clue, Mr. Holmes? What is it?”

“It all depends upon the behavior of Dr. Watson’s revolver.”

Said my friend. “Here it is. Now, officer, can you give me ten yards of string?”

“| think that this is all we will need,”... (Doyle 1986 : 584)
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...Worn with pain, and weak from the prolonged hardships which | had
undergone, | was removed, with a great train of wounded sufferers, to the base
hospital at Peshawar. Here | rallied, and had already improved so far as to be able to
walk about the wards, and even to bask a little upon the veranda, when | was struck
down by enteric fever, that curse of our Indian possessions. For months my life was
despaired of, and when at last | came to myself and became convalescent, | was so
weak and emaciated that a medical board determined that not a day should be lost in
the Orontes, and landed a month later on Portsmouth jetty, with my health irretrievable
ruined, but with permission from a paternal government to spend the next nine months

in attempting to improve it. ... (Doyle 1986a : 3-4)
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... One summer night, a few months after my marriage, | was seated by my
own hearth smoking a last pipe and nodding over a novel, for my day’s work had been
an exhausting one. My wife had already gone upstairs, and the sound of the locking of
the hall door some time before told me that the servants had also retired. | had risen
from my seat and was knocking out the ashes of my pipe when | suddenly heard the
clang of the bell.

| looked at the ‘clock. It-was a quarter to-twelve. This could not be a visitor at
so late an hour. A patient evidently, and possibly an all-night sitting. With a wry face |
went out into the hall and opened- the door. To-my astonishment it was Sherlock

Holmes who stood upon my step. ... (Doyle 1986a : 562)
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. | had been invalided home from the Front; and, after spending some
months in a rather depressing Convalescent Home, was given a month’s sick leave.
Having no near relations or friends, | was trying to made up my mind what to do, when |
ran across John Cavendish. | had seen very little of him for some years. ... As a boy,
though, | had often stayed at Styles, his mother’s place in Essex. ... (Christie 1984c : 1-
2)
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... - for, indeed, it was when he was at his wit's end that his energy and his
versatility were most admirable -... (Doyle 1986a : 477)
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... His characteristic talk, with its keen observance of detail and subtle power

of inference, held me amused and enthralled. ... (Doyle 1986a : 368)
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... “Not while you’re about;” | said stoutly.
He stopped and wrung my. hand.
“Merci, mon ami! Merci! You still have confidence in the old one-you still

have the faith. You put new courage into me...” ... (Christie 1992a : 77)
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... “You have an extraordinary effect on me, Hastings. You have so strongly
the flair in the wrong direction that | am almost tempted to go by it!... (Christie 1992a
:82)
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. “Most faithful of dogs! But see you, Hastings, you cannot assist me to

think. Thatis all | am going to do, think.”... (Christie 1992a :82 )
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“It can’t hurt now,” was Mr. Sherlock Holmes’s comment when, for the
tenth time in as many years, | asked his leave to-reveal the following narrative, so it
was- at last | obtained permission to put on record what was, in some ways, the

supreme moment of my friend’s career... (Doyle 1986b : 462-463)
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... “This is my friend and colleague, Dr. Watson, who is occasionally good
enough to help me in my'case...”

“...l understand that this gentleman, your friend, is a man of honour and
discretion, whom | may trust with a-matter of the-most extreme importance. If not, |
should much prefer to communicate with you alone.”

| rose to go, but Holmes caught me by the wrist and pushed me back into my
chair. “Itis both, or none,” said he. “You may say before this gentleman anything which

you may say to me.”... (Doyle 1986a : 214)
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... “"Have no fear, Mr. Bennett. Dr. Watson is the very soul of discretion, and |
can assure you that this is a matter in which | am very likely to need an assistant.”...

(Doyle 1986b : 589)
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... "Really, Watson, you excel yourself,” said Holmes, pushing back his chair
and lighting a cigarette. “I am bound to say that in all the account which you have been
so0 good as to give of my own small achievement you have habitually underrated your
own abilities. It may be that you are not yourself luminous, but you are a good
conductor of light. Some people without possessing genius have a remarkable power
of stimulating it. | confess, my dear fellow, that | am very much in your debt.”... (Doyle

1986b : 4)
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..."Hal” said Poirot, “it is suggestive-that.”...
“You are very useful to me, George,” he murmured. ... (Christie 1984d : 24)
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... | confess that | was filled with curiosity, but | was aware-that Holmes liked
to make his disclosures at his own time and in his own way, so | waited until it should

suit him to take me into his confidence... (Doyle 1986a : 712)
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... “Ah, yes, but it is more agreeable to have been able to reserve the
modesty. One should not sing one’s own praises.”

“One should not keep a dog and have to bark oneself,” agreed Nick, with
mock sympathy. “Who is the dog, by the way? Dr. Watson, | persume

“My name is Hastings,” | said coldly. ...(Christie 1992a : 27)
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...At this period of my life the good Watson had passed almost beyond my
ken. An occasional week-end visit was the most that | ever saw him. Thus | must act as
my own chronicler. Ah!"had he but been with me, how much he might have made of so
wonderful a happening and of my eventual triumph against every difficulties! As it is,
however, | must needs tell my tale in my own plain way, showing by my words each
step upon the difficult road which lay before me as | searched for the mystery of the

Lion’s Mane. (Doyle 1986b : 606)
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“..., | started down the corridor to find out. There was a straight passage,
dimly lighted, which led from the room in which | had been working, and was the only
exit from it. It ended in a curving staircase in a small landing, with another passage
running into it at right angles. This second one leads by means of a second small stair
to a ride door, used by servants, and also as a short cut by clerks when coming from

Charles Street. Here is a rough chart of the place.”... (Doyle 1986a : 617-618)
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... “Now, first of all, presuming that the assassin entered the house, how did
he or she come in? Undoubtedly by the garden path and the back door, from which
there is direct access to the study. Any other way would have been exceedingly
complicated. The escape must have also been made along that line, for of the two exist
from the room one was blocked by Susan as she ran downstairs and the other lead

straight to the professor’s bedroom.”... (Doyle 1986a : 846)
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. John rattled the handle of Mrs. Inglethorp’s door violently, but with no

effect. It was obviously locked or bolted on the inside.

.. We went straight to the connecting door. That, too, was locked or bolted

on the inside. What was to be done?... (Christie 1984c:21)
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... The whole thing was so plain. The door locked on the inside, the key in the
dead man’s pocket, the windows closely shuttered-the pistol in his hand....  (Christie

1975: 57)
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... It was impossible to mistake the scene of the young lady’s adventure, for
the road runs between the open heath on one side and an old yew hedge upon the
other, surrounding a park which is studded with magnificent trees. There was a main
gateway of lichen-studded stone, each side pillar surmounted by mouldering heraldic
emblems,... (Doyle 1986a : 732)
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... “Voila — it is always that we come back to! Motive! We must find the motive
if we are to understand this crime. And it is there, Hastings, that | am continually
baffled. Who can possibly have a motive for doing away with Mademoiselle Nick?...”

(Christie 1992a : 174)
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... “Anyone who was at End House last night comes under suspicion.”...
(Christie 1992a : 124)

= 2

anntuilalsfasiansanusazilszisuiazaaiunnlfiduaadnualdnusdndmeqela

[ %

' = 3’/ d’l v v 2 o o o dl @ =
‘ﬂxiﬁluﬂ’]?ﬂ@ﬁﬁ‘&l’]ﬁ]ﬂ?ﬁ‘ﬂﬂ?ﬂlﬂﬁﬂ’]\? LfﬂﬂummmmmﬂuumﬁmslugmzwLﬂume

= 49

admlsznan lunIINaN TN

... "Motive!” he said. “Let us come back to that, and regard this problem
calmly and methodically. To begin with how many kinds of motive are there for murder?
What are the motives which lead one human being to take another human being'’s life?

... “What are the motives that actuate such a murder as that?... (Christie

1992a : 175)
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... “There is, first, Gain. Who stood to gain by Mademoiselle Buckley's death?
Directly or indirectly? Well, we can put down Charles Vyse. He inherits a property that,
from the financial point of view...”

“The only other person who would benefit at all by Mademoiselle Buckley’s
is her friend, Madame Rice. But the amount would clearly be a very small one. Nobody
else, as far as | can see, gains by Mademoiselle Buckley’s death.”... (Christie 1992a
:182)
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winadlatlsziiuiine a1fad lod uazuinalnanauass (Commander Challenger)

... "What is another motive? Hate-or love that has turned to hate. The crime
passionnel. Well, there again we have the word of the observant Madame Croft that
both Charles Vyse and Commander Challenger are in love with the young lady.”...

(Christie 1992a :183)
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... "Another motive for crime-Jealousy. | separate it from the last, because
jealousy may not, necessarily, be a sexual emotion. ... Who has reason to envy

Mademoiselle? Another woman? There is only Madame Rice....” (Christie 1992a :182 )
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... “Lastly-Fear. Does Mademoiselle Nick, by any chance, hold somebody’s

secret in his power?”... (Christie 1992a :184 )
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... “Itis a hypothesis. | am driven to it by the difficulty of finding a reasonable
theory elsewhere. When you have eliminated other possibilities you turn to the one that

is left and say-since the other is not-this must be so...” (Christie 1992a :190)
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