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The purpose of this research is to understand children's viewing
behavior and the uses of television in family viewing situations. The methodo-
logy of this research is the ethnography (participant observation) and the

theoretical framework is based on the Social uses of television theory.

The results show that the progtémmes”preferred most by the children
are cartoon and drama. Children, inﬁpddition, spend up to three hours
watching television. Howeyewy atthe same time they also have other activities,
for example, do homework,splay] sfead land mostly have dinner or a snack.
Besides, while the amoungsbf time wat}hing television increase, the amount of

time that children consumgfon playing ‘decrease, viceversa.
4 b0

For the structural uéeéw television has obvious influence on

children's daily routingh they utilize television as a background, a companion

Al A g

abd ; ;J":"-;
For the relational uses, furthgiﬁ%{e, it is revealed that the most

#

and to punctuate time and activity.

b

popular use of television is fb'iacilita;e’communication and to affilitation.

o

In addition, it is used to demonstrate competence and dominance. This is

mostly found among beEé_and_childzen_from_an_exxendéd’family.

Social learning, is the tﬁird use that isiErequently found in a
family whose parents are teachers. The last use is an avoidence. This use
happens mostly when children pay much attention on a particular programme.
Moreover, children who have a problem whith their family always escape from

a difficult situation by watching television.

It 15 concluded that)children"s uses of televisitn are related to
family's comtext. Children, in addition , are active audiences. They can

utilize television in a variety of forms according to specific situations.
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