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## C660166 :MAJOR ECONOMICS ’

KEY WORD: COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE / PRODUCTION / JMAJOR RICE / SECOND RICE
PATTAMA KOMENJUMRUS : COMPARATIVE ADVANlAGE OF MAJOR RICE PRODUCTION
AND SECOND RICE PRODUCTION IN THAILAND : A DOMESTIC RESOURCE COST
STUDY. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO.PROF.SOMCHAI RATANAKOMUT, Ph.D. THESIS
CO-ADVISOR: DR.KANOK KATIKARN, Ph.D. 157 pp. ISBN 974-633-092-6

The main purpose of this thesis is to study the comparative advantage
of the first and the second rice farming in Thailand. Both the survey data
and the data from secondary sources were used in this study; i.e. the 1993
data for cost of production, marketing, processing and exports, the average
data for 1992-1994 for yield per rai, farm gate price of paddy, retail and

wholesale price of rice. The study was divided into two sets, before and
after the agricultural structural adlg;t nt.

It was found that before the agrtﬁfltural structural adjustment; the
production of rice in the Central wegion had.the highest degree of comparative
advantage; the DRC index was 0.68.  The DRG.were 0.69, 0.79 and 0.94 for the
North, the Northeasthzg%,gh ourth, respectively. For the Second rice crop,
rice production in t entral repgion had the highest degree of comparative
advantage with the DRC ”Lcient f 0.63. The DRC coefficients for the
North and the Northe 9. 64 and 0.79, respectively. After the

agricultural structural pent it appeared that the rice production was
becoming relatively tage. *The DRC coefficients for the Central
region, the North, the Nor ast‘anQQ;he Sourth were 0.67, 0.68, 0.76 and
0.92, respectively. : ‘secénd ce crop, the DRC coefficients and after
the structural adjustme ‘rg 0. 28,LQ;53 and 0.54, for the Northeast, the
Central and the North, e results 1mplied that the
agricultural structural a usument ré,futed in lower domestic cost of factors
~and, hence, higher degre of,camparatiqgihdvantage for both the first and
the second rice crops. This was the-mezit of the agricultural structural

adjustment plan. L ghiﬁug;
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