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ABSTRACT

|
This stﬁdy’cancerns socio-economic changing conditions in
a rural mortheégtgrnwcammunifg near Khon Kaen Province in which a
y ; 4
sizable number ‘of 1oca% Yillaééfg_have experienced an overseas
employment in fhé Middl§;East#:¢99e to Thailand's undergone economic

slump in the 1970's ceupled witﬁffie concurrent demand for labour

from certain Arabian countries, this thesis. is hoped to ascertain

the impact df%change possibly brought dﬁbut;by the returned Thai
manpower from the Middle-East on social stratification, mobility

and economic conditions in the dlocal community.

The" questionnaire” survey and participant-observation
methods of investigation were employed.in conducting,the field
data collection during April-December 1985. Data analyses were

made throught both quantitative and qualitative techniques.

It is found that in the community under study both villagers
who experienced the overseas emplyment and those who have no such
an experience do not present significant social and economic statﬁs
differences. They are not therefore distinctly characterized to be

found in different social strata.




However, when these two groups are analyzed with economic
variables, namely, income, occupation and material belongings,
they are found economically differpnt, although indicated only
by income and material belongings. They are therefore assigned
into separate strata. Quite interestingly, each of our social
variables clearly indicated differentiation of these two groups
that they in effect belong to different social strata. This
finding perhaps suggests théi local tradition may have a strong
negative impactvan<ﬂﬁfgé in ;his community despite its undergone

. .

economic changiﬁg condition.‘

-

In terﬁs of 5001al moEillty, this study does not find

J
any remarkable éhagge as far as that in the occupational structure

i .~ B .

is concerned. ' ¥ Eff
P g Y

Y ¥ "2 il A
The overall changing conaitions in the community under

FE ﬂ“ *

study are not strlklng except to be found only within families

of those v1llagers who have returned from %he Middle-East, par-

ticularly in considering the modern mater;allstlc belongings
imported or purchased through their overseas monetary income.

As such, there.is no expected consequent effect in the immediate
future in terms of an expectation of chanée in soeial and economic

conditions “in this community under' study.

The finding therefore corresponds with the earlier ana-
lysis in this study. The general findings run counter with other
studies which seem to suggest an alarming impact on economic
changes in rural Thai villages caused by returned Thai contract

workers from the Middle-East. The existing situation should there-




fore be further encburaged without having any growing concern
that the rural Thai community structure would be jeopardized
economically by the continuing flow of rural Thai manpower to

the Middle-East.
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