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TARADOL RANARINTR : EFFECTS OF SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION
USING INQUIRY STRATEGIES ON CRITICAL THINKING ABILITY AND
LEARNING RETENTION OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS.
ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. WALAI ISLANGKURU NA AYUDHAYA, D.Ed., 214

Pp.

The purpose of this research was to study the critical thinking ability which was taught by
using inquiry strategies and the learning retention of eleventh grade students who learned social
studies instruction based on the inquiry strategies. The subjects were one hundred students of
eleventh grade from Suankularbwittayalai school. They were divided into two groups : an
experimental group composed of fifty students and a control group which composed of fifty
students. The experimental instruments were consisted of the inquiry strategies lesson plans and
traditional lessons plans. The duration of the experiment was sixteen periods within eight weeks.
The data collecting instruments were critical thinking test and learning retention test . The data
were analyzed by arithmetic mean (X), standard deviation (S.D.) and were compared by t-test.

The results of this research were as follows: 1. The students in the experimental group
had higher critical thinking ability after being taught by using inquiry strategies than before at a
0.05 level of significance. 2. The students in the experimental group had higher critical thinking
ability than students in the control group at a 0.05 level of significance. 3. Learning retention of
the students in the experiment group was not different from that of the students in the control

group at a 0.05 level of significance.

Department : _Curriculum and Instruction Student’s Signature

Field of Study : Teaching social studies Advisor’s Signature
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