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The P“ﬂ:}ﬂng ﬁhﬁé-study is to investiga

iass -commu 1cat1on and Knowledge of and attitude
f

toward abortion am ngurrentLyA@arr1ed women in rural Thailand.

This study 1nvest1ga ed how the-ﬁhgquency of the exposure to mass
17 s

communication relate to ﬁhow]edge:of and attitude toward abortion,
P 7 R

and under what}cond1t1ons of demograph1c ang socioeconomic variables

the original raﬂat1onsh1p changed The da@aJwas obtained from "The
Survey of Fertility, Mortality and Family Planning in Thailand",
collected by, the Institute of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn
University, on Aprit - May'1979.° Only=1986"women under this study
were cur}ently married, who .are. lividg" together with.their husbands.

The results were :

The exposure to mass communication and knowledge towards

abortion

- It was found that the exposure to mass communication was

positively related to Knowledge of abortion. The values of Gamma




(measurement of association for ordinal variables) was = .04,

considered to be very low relationship.

When controlled for age; both age - groups of women (20 - 29,
30 - 39 and 40 - 49) the exposure to mass communication influenced
knowledge of abortion positively. On the contfary, the Towest age -
group (lower than 20) and the oldegifgge - group (higher than 50)

the relationship between thealwo varjables was negative.

—

g

When conggsﬁfed For number of children, women had 0-2 number
of children and M/her number' Eof children, the exposure to mass

}

communication ha 7 1¢T]uencea the knowledge of abortion, except
the group of wome;/whb J\ad 3 4»1umber of children, the exposure

affected the knowlﬁ% H%f abOrt1dn at the Jevel of G = .13.
Au ;

fs*taken cons1derat1on, 1t was found

.uJ
Also when cdﬁtnacept1on

_.

that among women who.wgre*curren#%y;us1ng, the exposure to mass

commun1cat1onvhaMﬂ_mnne_iniluence~on"knnwiegge of abortion than that

of the women who never used contracept1on However the relationship

is still very 10w.

When | controlled for education, women with more than five years
of education, the exposurefto mass communication affected knowledge
of ‘abortion mare sinificant than among the non + ‘educated women.

That is value of G i#acreased from .04 to .35.

When controlled for husband's income, women with husbands
of highest income, the exposure to mass communication influenced
’Knowledge of abortion more sinificant than the among women with

husbands of lowest and medium income. However the value of G was




still low, that is G = .08.

When controlled for electrification of the village, it was
found that for women living in village with electric facility,
exposure to mass communication affected knowledge of abortion more
sinificant than among women who lived in non - electric facility

village.

The original re]ationship between these two variables was
very low. when contrelled for socioeconomic and demographic variables,

the re]at1onsh1p w3§ stidl jat pame low level.

The expggﬂ(e’tbkﬁasé czmmunication and attitude towards

abortion

& A;"J

¥

!J'- ¥

It was foﬂ%d that expOSde to mass communication was negatively

and minimal related td‘att1tude towﬂrds abortion. That is value of

g 4.',1 .

G =-.03. et 7R |
e V4
When controlled for ages, amongwomen age less than 20,

40 - 49 and the oldest age - group, the exposure to mass communica-
tion was negativelyrelated to thé attitude at the same level as
the origipal“relationshipy except thelage'- greup 20 - 29, 30 - 39,

the. relationship was.a positive1y oné=

Taking number of children into consideration, women with
0 - 2 and 3 - 4 number of children, the exposure to mass communica-
tion hardly affected the attitude towards abortion, except among
women with higher number of children group was negatively relation-

spip, the value of G = -.11.



2

When controlled for contraception, it was found that women
ever used and never used contraceptive Methods;-the exposure to mass
communication affected to attitude towards aboftion more significant
than among women who currently contraceptive use, however the rela-

tionship was very low.

When controlled for educafyon, among women with more than
five years of educatwon, the exposu?e to mass communication signi-

ficantly affectedjuthe attitude towardswabortion, that is G = .31.

Among other gro:fz;pf’women, Ehe exposure to mass communication had

almost no effeet o the att1tude towards abort1on.

When inco }ﬁhfhken iﬁ}o-considervation, women with husbands
of the Towest inco ;éxposure ﬁ@ mass commun1cat1on affected attitude

towards abortion at iie bigher'léue] than among women with husbands

JJ-J_'

of the highest 1ncome.iAHowever:§§E're]at1onsh1p was still very low,

that is G = 091, <208 re§pect1v€1jﬁ £

==

\ :- : 1
Womer“who lived in the village with €lectricity, the exposure
to mass communieation were less effect on‘the attitude than among

women who-1ivedsin-the village without, electrigity.

Thus, the relationship between these two variables when
cohtrolled fersvarious sacioeconamic’ and demograpnic.factors still

confirmed the original low relationship.

From Multivariate Analysis - Partial Correlation, the rela-
tionship between variables when considering to more variables by

partial correlation statistical, found that the exposure to mass



communication were effecting to knowledge towards abortion in sig-
n1f1cant1y R = .09. In the side of attitude towards abortion

hard]y effected R = -.04,

Finally, Multivariate Analysis - Partial Correlation was

used to confirm the relationsh etween the stated two variables.

%Ies, the relationship was

el. Thatpis rOf the relationship between

After controlling by
still at very Tow
exposure to mass e and attitude were .09

1s part confirmed the

s__
e "‘}af \\\;\s found earlier.

and -.04 respecti

lTow relationship bg
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