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Abstract

This research report attempts to study the attitudes and
behavior related to the Ffertility in the future. The desived fampily
size and gender of children, which reflect socizl and  cultural
influences, are mneasured and analyzed by using Coonbs's scales. The
data are from the survey of Sociazl Attitudes 1988, which was collected
by the National Statistical Office, and a new surveyv which was collected
by the Institute, of Population Studies. The resuits show that most of
the respondents still desire 2-3 children and desire hoth genders. Even
controlling for varicus socic-economic variables such as  education,
occupation, income, and region of residence, we fcund that the people
who have high social and economic status teand to have a2 lower desired
family size; however, most people gtill want 2 children. Considering
different regions we found that ocnly Upper North has a trend for the

desired familv size to be below the replacement level.
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Table 1 Preferred number of children {percent distribution and - mean)
and percent with fewer children than preferred, by age of wife
and tyvpe of resvondent - married women age 15-49 {or their

husband}
Preferred number of children
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ R B e <o e o e e % with fewer
{% distribution) childrsn than
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Total o preferved
0 1 2 3 44  percent Hean nymber#
Total sample L o 50 24 20 100 2.565 2
Bge of wifen*
15~-1% 1 8 % i5 5 109 2.16 92
20-24 i 8 &7 ; 7 190 2.23 4
2529 i 6 &1 22 10 100 2.37 54
30-34 ¢ & Bi. 28 ik 100 2.57 33
35-39 1 74 4280 0025 100 2.84 : 22
40~44 108 28 28 3% 100 3.19 i
45-49 12 27 24 48 100 3.45 5
Type of respondent \
Vife i & 51 24 139 100 2.62 5 43

Husband 1 5 48 25 22 100 271 38

Hotes: * Actual number dncludes zdopted rhildren
*% Age of the married woman respondent or the wife of a marvied
maie respondent




Table 2 Preferred number of children (percent distribution and mean},
by tvpe of area of residence and region - married women under

age 30 {or their hushand)

Preferred number of children
(% distribution}

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Total Kean
=1 2 3+ percent Number

Type of area of residence
Urban i3 69 18 100 2.08
Peri~urban 9 68 23 100 2.19
Rural 7 63 30 1060 2.33

Region

Horth 13 5 12 100 1.99
Upper North 13 80 5 100 i.91
Lower Horth 12 58 20 100 2.10
Hortheagt 4 52 33 100 2.40
South 4 41 54 100 2.79
Dedp South 3 43 74 100 3.18
Remainder 5 49 46 100 2.62
Central g 69 22 100 2.20
Bangkok 14 65 17 100 2.07




Table 3 Preferred number of children (percent distribution and mean).
by educational attainment of couple and househcld econonmic
status - married women under age 30 (or their husband)

Preferred number of children
(% distribuiion)

o e e — S SRR e e Total

0-1 2 3+ percent Hean

Education of couple
One or both less than 4 vearsx 9 49 42 100 2.08
Both primary 7 64 2% 1090 2.31
One seccndary or more 7 19 22 100 2.18
Both secondary or nore 12 73 5, 100 2.05

Economic Status

lowest 8 52 39 100 2.46
) low 3 £2 32 160 2.35
widdle low 7 65 28 160 2.29
niddle high 3 £2 23 160 2.27
high : 9 68 23 100 2.18
highest N X 1% N 100 2.10

Hotes: * In cases where one spouse has less than 4 years of schooling
and the other has sescondary or above, the couple is classified
as ‘oné secondarv or nore’.




Table 4 Percentage Whe Understood Fertility Preference Questions ¥Well
or Very Well, by Type of Questions Asked and by Type of
Respondent and Education

Total Coonbs Short
Sample scale form
Total Sample 29 26 93
Type of respondent
Professional 160 100 100
Factory worker \ 91 g5 86
Construction laborer 93 8¢ 100
Slum dweller 32 17 30
Rural villsger g7 82 92
Education
Primary 84 79 33
Lower secondary S0 90 91
Upper sec./Lower voc. g2 a3 41
Upper voc./University 98 95 100

_28__




Table % Stated Preferred Number of children fo direct guestion by type
of respondant ' '

Factory Construction Slunm Rural
Total  Profezssional workers workers dwellers villagers
0 1 3 2 it ¢
1 12 25 yA 12 12 12
Z 74 56 78 74 71 82
3 i3 18 18 14 i8 6
Total
percent 100 100 iga 100 100 100
Hean 2.00 1.84 2.09 2.92 2.05 1.95
Bumbar 247 32 43 43 51 78




Table & Mean Preferrad Number of Children and Percentage who state a
preference for two children. by educaticn. inconme and educaticn

% Prefarring

Hesn two children ]
Education
0-4 vears 2.1 71 17
5-7 vears 2.1 74 a5
Lover sscondary 1.9 21 42
Upper sscondary 2.0 T4 35
Lower Yocational 1.9 78 27
Upper Voecational 1.9 78 23
University 1.9 56 ° i8
Income {in 1,008 Bath}
Less than 50 20 74 42
50~99 2 oAl 78 57
100-149 = 71 42
150~199 2.0 77 31
200-299 2.0 73 30
300+ 1.8 54 24
Marital Status
Single 2.0 T2 118
Married 2.0 77 128

=30~



Table 7 Percentages who would prefer one child mors or one child less
if they could not have their first stated preferred number of

children
Percent who would prefer
1 less 1 more Total N

Total sample = 59 41 160 115
Freferred number of children

1 4z 58 100 12

2 58 42 100 89

3 79 21 100 14
Type of respondent

Professional o 29 100 14

Factory Horker : 57 43 100 21

Construction worker 82 38 188 21

Slum ﬁwe@ler &85 35 100 21

Rural villager 51 49 160 39
Income {in 100 Baht)}

Ynder 100 £3 47 160 51

160-199 59 41 100 32

200+ ‘ 19 30 160 27
Education

Primary 62 38 108 4¢

Lower Secondary &8 a2 100 22

Upper ssc./lowsr vod. 53 47 100 32

Upper voc./University 52 48 100 21

Notes: Asked only of respondents selected for short form of fertility
prefersnce gqusstions

..31._



Table 8 Percenltags distribution of preferred number of btovs and girls

(=2
"

<

v tvpe of respondent

[y

Total Factery Construction Sium Rﬁral
sanple Profesmsional workers workers dwellers villagers
dov 4 7 O i0 ¢ 7
Z. Boys i G ¥ 5 & 0
2 Boys, 1 Girl 4 14 5 0 10 &
1 Boy, 1 &irl 76 50 85 87 80 82
1 Boy, 2 Girls 8 7 18 id 10 3
2 Girls i G 3 2 0 3
1 Girl ’ 6 21 0 5 0 8
Total péercent v 100 100 100 100 160 100
W 11s 14 21 24 20 39
Notes: Asked onlv of respondents selected for short form of fertility

preference guestions



Table § Percentage vwhose first preference is to have exactly one boy
and one girl and, among those who prefer one boy and oné girl,
percentage vwho would continue to have a third child 1f first two
children were either fwo bovs or two givls

0f these who prefer 1 boy
; and 1 ¢irl, % who would
% Preferring have 3rd birth if Ist

1 bov and 1 girl two childran were
% ¥ Both Bovs Both girls

Total sample 76 {1153 31 29
Type of respondent

Profeszsional 20 (4} 14 29

Factory worker 86 {21} ) 33 33

Construction worker 87 (210 35 21

Slum dweller 80 (20} 31 38

Rural willager 82 {28} 31 25
Income {in 1,000 Baht}

Under 100 ‘ $0 {51} 27 15

100-19% 78 {32} 36 44

200+ 59 {27} 31 38
Education

Primary 78 {40) 43 33

Lower secondary g6 {22} is 21

Upper sec./lower ¥ocC. 78 {323 20 36

Upper voo./University 62 (21} 46 15

Hotes: Asked only of respondents selected for short form of fertilityv
i prefarance gquestions




Table 10 Percentage distribution of Coombs IN and IS scales according
to type of respondent

Factory Construction  Slum Rural
Total Professional workers workers dwellers villagers
IN Sciae ,
~ 8mall {i-3) 54 67 55 64 65 57
Mediun (4} 26 17 41 27 23 23
Large {5-7) 11 17 5 9 13 i
Total percent 100 100 100 100 100 i00
Hean 3.2 3.2 3.4 3.1 3.2 3.2
IS Scale
Girl bias {1-3) 39 39 41 is 26 51
Balance (4} 23 i1 32 18 19 28
Boy bias (5-7) 38 58 27 45 55 21
Total percent 1040 160 100 160 100 100
Mean - ‘ 4.0 4.2 3.9 4.0 4.6 3.6
¥ of cases 132 i8 22 22 31 33

Hotes: Asked only of respondents selected for Coombs scale guestions

-3,;1.,



Tabie 11 Mean Valuves of Coombs IN ‘and IS scales by education., incoms
and marital status

IN~Scale I$-Secale i1

Education

Primary BE S 3.9 62

Lower sscondary 3.9 3.5 20

Upper sec./Lower voc. 3.0 N 4.3 30

Upper woc./University 3.4 4.¢ 20
Incope {in 1,000 Baht)

LT 100 3.3 3.8 58

106~199 SR 4.3 41

200+ 3.0 4.1 27
Marital Status

Single 3k 4.2 ¥

Harried 58 3.9 70

Hotee: Asked only of respondents selected for Coombs scale guestions
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PREFERRED NUMBER OF CHILDREN — WIVES UNDER 30 (OR THEIR HUSBANDS)
Social Attitudes Towards Children Survey 1988

Prefeﬁed Number

O
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------
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nnnn

Ll 1.6 to 1.9

-----
-----
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------
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/ 2.0 to 2.2

.5 to 2.5
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% PREFERRING 3 OR MORE CHILDREN — WIVES UNDER 30 (OR THEIR HUSBANDS)
Social Attitudes Towards Children Survey 1988

Percent

L

0 to 14

15 to 29

AN

0 to 489

0 to 83
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% PREFERRING 0-1 CHILD = WIVES UNDER 30 (OR THEIR HUSBANDS)

Social Attitudes Towards Children Survey 1988
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Z

Percent

0 to 4

5 to 9

10 te 14

15 to 40
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