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SUPHINYA YONGSIRI : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF RATTANAKOSIN HISTORICAL

NOVELS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. ING- ORN SUPANVANIT. 289 pp.
ISBN 974-17-2690-2

This thesis aims at examining plot creation, characterization, setting and
language use to show that two major characteristics of Rattanakosin historical novels are
the glorification of the institution of the monarchy and the reflection of social changes.

The researcher has found that authors of Rattanakosin historical novels use plot,
characters, setting and language use to glorify the monarchy institution in various
aspects. Those aspects are the monarch’s creation of national stability and
maintenance of country’s sovereignty by being the collective soul of the populace,
establishing Rattanakosin as the new capital, fighting wars and establishing good
relations with various countries.” Thus Thailand has been stable and maintained its
sovereignty to the present day. Rattanakosin historical novels also glorify the monarch’s
creation of national development by abolishing slavery and improving the populace’s
quality of life. In addition, the novels glorify the monarch’'s creation of national
development by abolishing slavery and improving the populace’s quality of life. In
addition, the novels glorify the monarch’s creation of national prosperity and peace
by patronizing culture, arts and Buddhism, as well as looking after the populace’s
well-being.

Authors of Rattanakosin historical novels create plot, characters and setting to
reflect Thai society and culture. By studying nine novels, starting from the reign of King
Rama | to the reign of the present king, Thai cultural and social changes in each period
can be seen. Those aspects are the lifestyle of various classes of people, the role and
conduct of women, the dressing style, the state of the country and transportation,

education, governance, the economy and the language use appropriate to each period.

Department of  Thai
Field of study Thai

Academic year 2002
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