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This research aims to sfu A' i f: es on Thai Slavery from the

abolition of slavery in 190: ﬁ éntpre ot fferent types of writings. It
also studies post-abolition political contéxts wir venee on e

changing discourse on [hairSiav r/ ile also consi he creators of such

erent manner.

The research fi ; o 18 Ic /in . ons: firstly that the
discourse on Thai Slavery A ~towe e enc eign of King Rama V
following the abolition oiilavéry i T905andfias prevailet '\.\ ntil the present in the

ous deeds of abolishing

form of a mainstream disgo fifying ther King' >

slavery in Thailland. Sege \ ious periods-- from 1905 to

the reign of King Rama VI ac v'e’fc: Jyenevolent and meritorious deed

by King Rama V to the slaves; the Bost-1932 e
A T

] (jon context created the discourse
of slaves being deprived of £

slavery. abolished they
became citizen “m _;- 1-1970s to mid-

Y
. of slavery as King

1980s created a diseou
Rarna V's most mo v ental act for the benefit of the Thai people . Finally, the groups

responsible for creating' the Thai Slavery disceurse are as follows — the Siamese
@

elites, acﬁmuﬂrq W%}j%@a‘ Wsﬂﬂj Uiinlaries all of
which haveﬂea ed a uniform discourse on Thai Slavery {o glorify the deeds of Rama

V as monumental and benevolent in ﬁai society. CertdlfnThai academics havé also

TR WA AN D)

sia‘e was an asset, and they were a vital source of labour in Thai society as well.
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NANUIN A

No. 108 Grand Royal Palace
Bangkok

12" May 1864

To

My dear Madam
| beg to infe

1 o
d . 7_ ave ibe regard to 2 slave girls,

slave girls are now.i sgesgion 1€ Khoon Preah, being of previous slave-

complained by yo ) and Maa Dang: the said
parents, born on the est th ioon Preah’s father, paternal. For me,
even King of Siam 7 : grant sa s freedom from obligation to serve their

3 ‘ 1 custom, or to afford facility
un-to you of buyin of fid - ‘ : \1\ t obtaining first full consent
of Lady Khoon Preah ir 7 ':‘ & ] ‘a at s‘ lation. But you may go and

visit said Lady herself, and do ;ﬁ_?a?ﬁ», 0u will by wise and persuading dis course,

required permit of purchasing of s& Ve: ost of ticals not too large perhaps
100 T’s for bothnto ap trong desire et free the said slave girls

ell-wisher.

. !
S.P.P. Maha Mongkut R.S. U

Very private postscrli -

B AR HRT AT

have sal@ our hearing “ that slavery shall be a great blot on the Siamese nation? and |

ot b il alak it oV i

elow the earth surface deep mines, in factories operated by men, women and even
sometimes children, as now prevailing in many highly civilized countries in Europe: and
you have declared in our hear, very positive, “that no nation which holds or permits

selling human beings, in markets for money can ever be great”, Now | am desiring of
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you well known to you i.e. Whether it is more proper, or more humane to purchase
and possess slaves in men and women, and even whole of families, firstly, of prisoner-
slaves captured in war with neighboring states, secondly, rebel-slaves as forfeiting
liberty on account of treachery and disloyalty to reigning monarch, thirdly, whole of
families of our common people, born of serfs, on estates of princes and nobles, and
fourthly, slaves of debts,i.e. money loaned o parents and grandparents, being still not
repaid the owners of such all slaves of whiCh*argsvery numerous in our country are
careful of the bodily condition-of their property;-only-withssome very few excepting, and
willing to bestow on“them thatall.which is requisite for good living food for consumption
in rice, cloths in phanungsghuts of bambq|o structure to dwell therein, and even such the
education as obtaig#in our menastery sd|"nools and temples and all such games and
sports, as are free to general use arﬁong éurf'.oommon people, to this day: than to be a
free people and to leave all comrpoﬁ peo—@'fé E(_) Pe under heel of great companies, or
industry Kings and Governors, of manufa(ﬁtyri;]g corperation Princess, to labour hard
even little children at very late hours; at Iowé_st possible wage, and in poorest human
lodgement, many beings crowded in-one hu;f,:.g:r_pne room even, in all your civilized such

as London, Manchester, Glasgow‘such- the léEio’_ré_ﬁ often unable to provide necessary

T’::f_arVing and in such the wretched state,

that the men, and even the Wémen; fly to strong.drink Alcohel owhisky or even brandy

for relief from'pﬁém_diﬁmﬁvﬁﬁmmété"df the case shall you

consider as the‘ more preferable and more evil? You will nét:deny the truth of my

food for such the families many of . whom are

statement here-of'made, and will deliver your opinion hereof on‘this matter to us frankly,
and without as foreign /missionaries do-bias @rseaning towards their own countries-for
you are not so ignorant of word paliticallaffairs 'las most .of womankind. In the teaching of
our Holy"Law Book, the Dharmahpada, Footsteps of Virtue, the Bible of the Buddhists
people, there.shall.be.no such.the slavery.allowable.as practiced in,Old.testament of
Jewish origin Altheugh thefBuddhist lLaws are morejancient than Christian era even,
and you shall bring to your recollection that Christianity even did not help toward the
abolishment of slavery. All of Christian nations has made rich profiting by commerce,
England even not excepted in holding slaves as well as in trading slaveships etc. almost

even up to present date as for example the war in the United states of America, just in
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case point. As | shall have stated to you already in previous political conversation, held
in our anti-chamber in Grand royal palace, | shall doubtless without hesitation, abolish
slavery in our kingdom of Siam in accordance with your expressed desire for the

distinguishing of my reign, but as | here

state, and even very privately to you, that our

common people are not pleas

S

' / ‘on your beloved pupil Prince Chowfa

.

Chulalongkorn but have more ¢ able family: although | have not

wgood of my people: they

doubtless would regard suchethe s Stionf on \\, ary and violation of most
Clentg€l Vr 3 es ». s

common law and. 50 you shall now understand that

been doing anything .«

shall be good co r tos rcumspectly. i.e kKing all around and not be

0 trophic individual however
)

induced to hurried and"

well dispositioned

(Sighed) S,P.P: Maha

The writer hereof shall place his coni e

A A

AU INENTNGINS
ARANTAUNIINGAE
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