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This research was performed for two reasons : 1. to study the |
concept of racism reflected in the ccntent of Thai hewspapers by ccncentrating
on the presentation of Laos. 2. to compzre the trace the images and ;
stereotypes of Laos in Thai newspaper in the last decade. i

This research used qualitative methods, which include ccntent
analysis of the samples of Thai newspapers, Thairath and Siamrath, during
8 the past ten years. '

The researcher find that the quantity of presentation of news about
Laos depends on events of Thai-Laos relationship. Sampled newspapers present
news about Lacs most in the year of 1988, during which Thailand and Laos
had the controversy that led to a war over the border, followed by the year
of 1989. Thai press also presents news about Lacs most because, at that time,
Thailand and Laos tried to reconstruct a good relationship between the two ‘
countries, and also in the year of 1994 when thefriendship bridge has been |
finished. i

The sample also present the negative images of Laos more than
positive ones. Negative images amount to 66.54 per cent while positive
* images total only 33.46 per cent. In 1985-1989, negative images were
-presented less than positive cnes while in 1990-1994, images of Laos were
more positive than negative.

The analysis shows that Thai-Laos relationship has an influence
on the changes in image presentation of Laos in Thei newspapers. However,
some negative imeges are reflected in newspapers ccnstantly. This indicates
that racism might also have an influerce on Thai newspapers in presenting
news about Laos. Nationalism is reflected some times in the content analysis,
which supports racism in preserting the negative images of Lacs in Thai z

newspapers. ,
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