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## C530525 :MAJOR SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY
KEY WORD:  : POWER STRUCTURE/ PATRONAGE SYSTEM/ RURAL

NATTHAWUTH JINAGOOL : POWER STRUCTURE AND PATRONAGE SYSTEM IN
RURAL THAILAND : A CASE STUDY OF TA VILLAGE. BANGBAN DISTRIC,
PHRA NAKHON SI AYUTHAYA PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF.
PRASIT SWASYART, 169 pp. ISBN 974-631-545-5

This study attempted to find out the relationships of structure and
patronage system in a Thai rural Village, named Ban Ta in Phra Nakhon Si
Ayuthaya Province. This research employed anthropological method in
collecting data. Participant observation and informal interview were used to
gain information from 44 household heads, 10 formal and informal leaders of
the village and 88 household members whose age were over 15 years.

/

The study found that those who were in power tended to use patronage
relationships as a means to gain their authority and enteurage. They also
absorbed resources and interests for their own groups through patrounage
relationships. This relationship was closely related to the network of
formal leaderships and the external network. Besides, the patronage groups
employed their formal authority as their foundation to sustain the patronage
relationships and to acquire their economic benefits. This is their way to
enter into the political power.

The study also found that the relationships between individuals or
groups had influence on the patronage structure of Ta Village.
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