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ABSTRACT

This is a close study of social - problems concerning drug abuse
in Thai novels by Suwanee Sukhontha. The study is made in order of the
analysis of the devélopment of content that were appeared in Suwanee
Sukhontha's novels. Considerafion of her previous works in literary
genres, éﬁd find out-a group of hergfive novels that the subject matter
is outstan&{héi& cover social problegs from drug abuse. They are the

novels in titles: Koenneamaimeprachan, Thalaeroeim, Prachansrinamngeon

Doakmaenaipahdaad and Maya. : : ' )

First, én analysis studx of the history of drug problems ai
its characteristics in Thailand. The result shows that the problems
could not be solved in a short time though drug problems cause great
diaster both in human and economics of the nation. It is the -time
everybody play the part and realize the problems seriously with

sincerity.

Further analysis-that of the alteration of politics situations



and economic policy in Thailand between 1973-1979 that gave effect

ﬁo literature compared to the analysis of the movement of writers at
the same period reveals that the theme and subject matter in Suwanee
Sukhontha's 5 novels are accordance with the social fact during the
time convincingly. The presentation of plots and themes and the make

use of real fact in these 5 fictions: Koenneamaimeprachan, Thalaeroeim

Prachansrinamngeon, Doakmaenaipahdaad and Maya reflect social life in

Thai culture and nation. All five novels are concerning social problems

from drug abuse consistantly as a humanistic writer in tone.

Writers during this period were prohibitted not to manipulate
any critical literary issue by the Decree of the Chief of the Revolution
No. 42 (p. 42). They were strictly controlled what they had presented
in their work. Therefore,most writers found out other social problems
to create instead. A new group of male writers became outstanding ¥for
their choice to present social problems concerning education in rural
areas. Then Suwanee decided to present social problems concerning

drug abuse in her work

Besides, to study Suwanee's life, there are 3 factors inspirated.
her to hold this specific theme of social problems from drug abuse:
Psychological Factor; Sociological Factor, Contemporary literature
Factor. These three factors are the efficient motivation for the
writer to express this theme all through her five novels: Koenneamai-

meprachan, Thalaeroeim, Prachansrinamngeon, Doakmaenaipahdaad and Maya.

Next, an analysis of fictionality tecniques of social

criticism novels in Kaenneamaimeprachan, Thalaeroeim, Prachansrinamageon

Doakmaenaipahdaad and Maya, it is found that Suwanee Sukhontha has her




particularity in technique and style to present her novels. She held
specific theme of social problems from drug abuse in constructing all
five novels: plots, characters, setting. These show the emphasis on
dfug problems theme. Therefore, the plots are primary important: that
are clear to reveal the social wents and norm of behaviour of Thai
people during the year 1973-1979. As a result the theme, the
characters, the motivation and the conflict are known well among Thai
readers. All these five novels concerning social problems from drug
abuse of Suwanee Sukhontha aim to spread out the knowledge of cause and
effect and the understanding to this problem in Thai culture, and
presented her own attitude towards solution. The writer distributed
various opinions for readers to pick out and adopt for their own.
However, Suwanee's novels can arouse a sense of responsibility in Thai

readers through entertainment,

As a result, these novels give the readers creative ideas that
is the suceesful role of social realism novels. Besides, this study
informs the development of literary genre of novel as a tool of con-
ception in one society or literary of criticism has developed in
accordance with the capability of writer. The skill and responsibility
of Suwanee Sukhontha have proved to be very suceesful as literature of
social criticism because they have close contact with real life and
have direct humanity to contemporary man that enlarge the theme and
subject matter of Thai novel. This thesis is hoped to be useful to
those interested in adopting this method of study in studies of other
literary branches. This will, eventually promote the study of social
criticism literature and evaluation of literature with regard to social

conditioning and the time of composition.
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