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Indicators to Benchmark Quality of Public Participation
in Community Risk Analysis: A Research and Development
Project for Map Ta Phut Industrial Estate
Surrounding Community

Palarp Sinhaseni, et al.*

ABSTRACT

Negative externalities of environmental pollutants call for public participation
in the area of chemical risk analysis. In order to strengthen evidence-based policy
implementation, appropriate technology to enforce standards is the basis for further
strengthening a toxicovigilance scheme needed for toxicant management.

A model (Sinhaseni and Dusitsin, 2002) was experimented to assess practicality
and feasibility. Through futuristic search of mutual goal of healthy city by stakeholders
(n=125), simulation of chemical risk record from reporting, projects prioritization
were agreed upon in order to develop indicators. Techniques namely triangulation and
ethnographic were used to quantitatively analyzed and assessed situation in the
community. WHO (PAHOCENDES) ranking was used to priority ranking of projects
of “felt needs”.

Indicators are proposed to include 3 major groups: environmental qualities;
policy development in health risk analysis through long term database and lastly and
most importantly, types of projects being chosen by operational research and community
participation, quality of appropriate intervention to enhance awareness and “informed
choices” of citizens.

It was found that the three major factors influencing public participation
include economic status, healthy environment attitudes and woman status.

Recommendations are strategic women empowerment through action research
on “learning by doing” in order to choose “pay off” projects to be implemented to
develop realistic indicators for sustainable healthy community.

* Thawilwadee Bureekul, Sasithorn Churnkwuanma, Thanawadee Bunroe, Aurawan Ketcharoen, Suchai
Sutheparak, Krit Palasut, Yupha Onthum, Kalaya Zapuang, Wirawat Chaya, Saowanee Semathong, Ekapan Ritta,

Veera Niyoman, Nikorn Dusitsin
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