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Abstract

The objective of the thesis is to present a study of university
students' opinions on Thai movies and guidelines that might be employed
by the Thai movie industry in improving Thai movies, thereby increasing
their popularity. Data were obtained from 631 students of 15 close
universities in Bangkok, who had seen Thai movies as well as those hadt
not seen any, and by interviewing individuals who are directly in charge
of Thai movies business, The main éoint was aimed at obtaining their
opinions ard determining behaviour of movie goers as well as the complexity
in the marketing side of the Thai movie industry

The study revealed that the students saw less than 10 movies at
theaters per year and they preferred foreign films which meant those movies
from the US, Europe and Australia. Their favorite movies were those of the
comedy type and the time of their movie going was during the free intervals
between academic classes. The students continued to patronize Thai movies
and would choose only specific ones. Some of the students who had not
seen Thai movies or had given up seeing them gave the reason that stories

of the Thai films were not interesting,



The students liked to attend first-class theaters to see Thai
movies rcgardless of the theatcrs' location, and preferred to buy tickets
at 21-30 bahp which they regarded as being normal, Their opinions on
tl.e current fares at theaters were already reasonable.

The studer.its also liked Thai movies based on life stories.
Another explanation given by them was that they chose to riee only some of
the Thai movies as they wished to see movie stars and sceneries or as
they with good personality and figures as well as beauty or handsomeiness.
They would also see those movies which were directed by persons whose
previous films had created favcurable impression on the students. They
were not interested as to which movie companies produced the films.

Their opinions on the performance of movie stars, scenes and locations

in Thai films were on a favourable level but the stories, dialogues,
accompanying musics, production techniques and dresses of performers were
still not satiéfactory.

In the study, it was found that samples of movie shown over
television screens and in the theaters for the coming films had much
influence on the students' selection of the movies they would see.
Advertisements such as posters as well as appearance in television
programs of movie stars, had little influence on them, News of movie
particularly the showirg of local and foreign beautiful sceneries to appear
in the films and the employment of major movie stars in each movie would
have greater influence on the students' selection of the movies.

In the students view, the quality of Thai movies had improved
and . this would mear. that more and more students would see Thai movies
in future, The current decrease in the number if persons seeing movies at

theaters could be attributed to the quality of the movies, and the



availability of video tapes. Eccnomic conditions had little to do with
such decrease. |

Problems and obstacles facing Thai movies were many, including the
lack of effort to improve the stories of the movies, reluctance to make
investment in movie production because of limited market for Thai movies,
competion from foreign films, low cost of alternative entertainments, economic
cdnditions and lack of government support.,

The researcher's recommendations are that effort should be made to
improve the stories on which Thai movies are based to maké the movies seem
more realistic and to create satisfaction among viewers, Plots based on
similar or old stories should be avoided, Theaters themselves should improve
their service, eliminate sale of tickets aboved fixed prices, and use specific
mass media that will serve their purposes and save their expenses. Measures
should be taken to encourage Thai movie producers to compete with each other
in improving the quality of their films. The could be done in the form of
holding regular contests to select outstanding Thai films and such contests .
should be carried out fairly with emphasis on quality., There should also
be discussions between Thai producers and government aﬁthorities in respect
of reduction of tax and duty on tools and equipment used in the movie industry
in order to cut down investments, thereby making it possible for producers to
invest more funds in the development of the quality of their films. Action
should be taken to encourage personnel in the movie industry to study modern
techniques in movie making so that the quality of Thai movies will eventually

be raised to a higher level,
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