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chih"«®

@0 The Chinese work which he is discussing,
From his description about the book, it is obvious
that Prince Damrong is actually referring to San-

kuo yen-i, not San-kuo chih which is a

completely different piece of literature written
much earlier, In the third century A.D.,by a
Chinese historian named Ch'en Shou...

Based on the discrepancies in form and
contenf, the work of Sam - _kuo chih by
Ch'en Shou seems very unlikely to have been the
work used as the translation model of the Thai
version. The San-kuo chih is a collection of
biographies of important peréonages of the Three
Kingdoms period (A.D. 220-280), organized into 65
chuan... or chapters. It contains altogether 442
» .. Prince Dammrong quotes an incorrect title for
biographies of which 230 are those of Wei...

figures, 83 of Shu... and 129 of Wu... . ... The

author of San—-kuo chih derived his sources

from earlier historical records and categorized
the complied materials into different types of

biographies, namely, the annals of the emperor



known as chi... Each biography is presented in
chronological. order with concise and compact
language strictly following the style of
traditional Chinese historiography...

In contrast to the biography form of San-
kuo chih , Samkok is presented in the form
of narrative fiction which has the characteristics
of contextual wunity and the metic cohesiveness.

Unlike the San—-kuo chih with unconnected

pieces of biography, the different episodes in
Samkok are 1linked together by the plot scheme to
produce certain thematic meanings and to create a
variety of lively and imaginatively interesting
characters. With these qualities, Samkok most

likely originates from the novel San-kuo yen-i

by Lo Kuan-chung. The length of the Thai
translation and its general content show closer

affinity to the 8an - _kuo yen-i text than any

other fictionalized version of the San-Kkuo story.

( Malinee Dilokwanich, "Samkok : A

Study of a Thai Adaptation of a Chinese Novel",

p.32-36).
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#® v pecause a work in. the genre of historical narration or

chiang-shih... known as the San-kuo—-chih p'ing-hua...(A

P'ing.hua of the History of the Three Kingdoms Period) had already

appeared in the Yuan dynasty"(Malinee Dilokwanich, Samkok : A Study

of Thai Adaptation of a Chinese Novel, p.33.
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