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The objective of this study is to analyze the background, process of party formation,
role and problems of development of theNew Aspiration Party in the Thai political process.

This would also contribute to an understanding of Thai political development.

The hypotheses are that General Chavalit Yongchaiyuth’s charisma and his
achievement in suppressing Communist insurgency in the past are the main factor in the
formation of the party; and the party ideology is to create a new pattern for Thai democracy in

the Thai political arena.

Methodology used in the study is documentary research and interviewing key

personnel of the party during 1994.

The study confirmed the hypotheses that the main factors of the Party formation and
cohesion are General Chavalit Yongchaiyuth’s charisma as "Mr Clever”, his image of a new
aspiration in-army administration, and his idea of "democratic restoration.” However, the
New Aspiration Party experienced many problems of development, such as their opposition to
the previous military junta, the strong influence of current trend of "Cleptocracy” in Thai
politics, and its unsuccessful participation in the coalition governent. These are now bringing

about party decay instead of party development.
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