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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the reading
interest and library use of the Royal Thai Naval Cadets and their
opinions concerning the services of.the library, in order to
promote the reading habits of the cadets and to contribute guide-
lines for library service improvement in accordance with the needs

of the cadets.

The population used in this research were 544 cadets who
were studying in the second to the fifth year during the academic

year 1986.

The research was conducted by gathering data from printed
materials on the Royal Thai Naval Academy and from materials
concerning reading and library use. The data on the cadets'
reading habits and use of their library were gathered through a
questionnaire. The questionnaires were distributed from May 29-
June 12, 1986. There were 541 completed questionnaires or 99.45
percent of the total distribution. The data were analysed and
presented in the form of percentages, means and standard deviations.

¢



The research results showed that most of the cadets
realized the significance of reading, and spent most of their free
time reading books and other printed materials. The motivations
for their reading were their own interest, radio, and their
teachers' recommendations, respectively. The major means for
acquiring reading materials was buying from bookstores. Other
methods were borrowing from the Royal Thai Naval Academy Library
and from friends and relatives. Most of the cadets read books in
Thai, and their selection depended primarily on their interests.
The places for reading for most of the cadets were the dormitory,

their home and the Royal Thai Naval Academy Library, respectively.

Most cadets read books and other printed materials at a
low Yevel. The printed material that the cadets read at a high
_level were Thai newspapers with the main purpose of acquiring
current informatioh and events. The columns in the newspapers that
gained popularity among the cadets were foreign affairs, politics,

and sports, respectively.

The main purposes for reading books and journals were for
entertainment and to increase their knowledge. Their reading
interest was in accordance with ghe types of books they read.
Reading materials that most of the cadets read at a high level were
general information books and humourous fiction, and they mostly
read magazines and journals in the fields of science and technology.

Thai journals that most of them read were All Warfare, Feature

Magazine and Praew, respectively. As for foreign journals, they

read Time, Asia Pacific Defense Forum and Reader's Digest.




The largest number of cadets read less than one volume of
textbooks and nonfiction material a month and they read two to
three volumes of fiction a month. The cadets who had low grades
read fewer volumes than those with higher grades. The hydrographic

engineering cadets read more volumes than those in other fields.

Problems in reading that most of the cadets met at a high
level were too many academic routines and inadequate free time to

read. Low reading speed and health problems were at a low level.

As for use of the Royal Thai Naval Academy Library, the
study showéd that almost all of the cadets used the library. The
reasons for the minority of the cadets not entering the library
were that they had no free time, books could be borrowed from the

Royal Thai Naval Academy's Book Store, and the library was too far.

Most of the cadets used the library two to four times a
week. They mostly used the library during their free time. The
main purpose for using the library’was to read books and other
printed materials in the library. Reading services were used by a
majority of the cadets and the largest number of them recommended

that audio-visual services be offered.

qu books and printed materials, most cadets used Thai
newspapers, and general information books at a high level. There
were some problems in using the library: More than a half of the
cadets complained that books they wanted were not available, while
the minority complained about the frequently broken xerox machine,

the stuffy reading room, the lack of needed journals, and the small




number of books they were allowed to borrow each time, respectively.

According to the research results, the researcher offered
these recommendations to the superiors, instructors, cadets and
library staffs to improve the library in accordance with the

academy's educational objectives and to answer the cadets' needs.

1. The superiors and the instructors should arrange the
timetable, and revise teaching methods and the evaluation system to

encourage self-study among the cadets.

2. The superiors should support a special budget for
acquisition of fiction and magazines as appropriate, as a means of

promoting the cadets' use of the library.

3. The instructors and librarians should encourage the
cadets' reading on a wide range of subjects, including subjects

that concern the curriculum and those in other fields.

4, The library staffs should arrange library activities
such as current awareness and current content services. They
should organize a library orientation for the cadets, and introduce

new and interesting books to them.

5. The library staffs should revise the library regulations
by extending the loan period for fiction and increasing the number

of books cadets were allowed to borrow each time.
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