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Academic Year 1974

The purpose of this thesis is to study the favoured
occupation for young adults among male household heads in rural
Thailand. The study also takes ‘into account the influence of
social, economic and demographic characteristics upon favoured
occupation. The data-used /in this thesis are from the National
Longitudinal Survey of Social, Economic and Demographic Change in
Thailand conducted by“thé /Institute of Population Studies,
Chulalongkorn University/duning April - May 19689.

The results of this study indicate that the majority of
male household heads preferred agriculture to be on favoured
occupation though there are some factors affecting a decline in
agricultural preferenge.  Government official and commerce are
given lower priorities. The male household heads' attitude toward
favoured occupation for young nale and female adults are quite
similar. It appears in this study that some social characteristics
of household heads play an important part on favoured occupation.
The decrease favour on agriculture depend on the higher level of
education. Uneducated male heads prefer agriculture rather than
maleheads who finished grade seven, who likely to choose govern-
ment official for young adults. Those male household heads who
listen to radio and read the newspaper regularly tend to be less
likely to choose agriculture as favoured occupation according to
the higher level of education. Those who strongly believe on
fortune are more likely to prefer agriculture as an favoured
occupation, and agriculture is the most favourite occupation for

both who strongly believe and non-believe on fortune. Father's



\
occupation and also household heads' present occupation have a

strong influence upon favoured occupation. The male household heads
whose occupation are in agriculture tend to be more likely to
choose agriculture as the favoured occupation for young adults.
Size of cultivated land also influence household heads’ decision

on favoured occupation. The male household heads who own a small
size of cultivated land prefer to choose agriculture for young
adults rather than those who own a large size of cultivated land.
Both male household heads who either use water from irrigation or

not, like to choose agriculture as the equal rate.

Concerning demographic factors, the present age of
household heads have an influence to favoured occupation. Young
male household heads are more likely to choose agriculture than
old male household heads. »Those who have a small number of living
children age 11-19 prefer.to choose agriculture rather than those
who have a large number. ~The ideéal family size also have and
influence on favoured occupation those who want to have a small
family size prefer to.choose agriculture rather than those who
want a large family size.
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