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CHAPTER II

IHE GLASS MENAGERIZ

The Glass Menagerie is the story of Amanda Wingfileld,

a poor lonely woman deserted by her husband; she leads a
miserable life with her two children, & crippled daughter, =
Laura, and a son, Tom, The son ie bored with his Jjob in a
warehouse, but he is the only support of his mother and
slster, Ie wants to be a poet and often tries to write
during his working hours, Amanda tries to avoid the sordid
facts of her present existence by living in dreams of her
past, when she was gay and happy, with a lot of suitors at
her house at the same time, Her loneliness started when

she was deserted by her husband, who went away leaving no
message, Thereaf'ter, she concentrated her whole life on

her two children, trying to control them as much as possible,

Amanda has caused the loneliness of the rest of her
family, ©She is forever fussing about Tom's table manners
and urging him to bring home a gentlemen caller for his
sister, As for Laura, Amande has elways rushed her into

activities without regard for her daughter's acute self-

consciousness caused by her lameness, Laura is extrenely

sensitive and shy, She is continually aware of her physi-
cal defect, She has to wear a brace on her leg and feels

that it makes a horribly loud noise when she walks, GShe
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abandons her course in a business college and is miserable

in the Young People's Leasgue at church, She wants to be by
herself with her precious collection of glass animals, which

she treasures as her companions while playing her father's
old phonograph records, She might have adjusted to her
situation if her moth®r had not pushed her all the time,
Amanda is desperate and lonely because of her insecure

financial position and her inability to admit the truth
about her children, By her pushing and nagging, she isolates
them from her and separates them from each other, One wonders

if she did not also drive away her husband,

Amanda is afraid that her son might follow in his

father's footsteps, $he knows Tom is bored with his work
and longs for an adventurous life, :

Amasnda: , , , I know your ambitions do not lie

in the warehouse, that like everybody in the
whole wide world - you've had to = meke

sacrifices, but - Tom = life's not easy, it
calle for - Spartan endurance! There's so
meny things in my heart that I cannot describe
to you! I've never told you but I - loved your
father, o , »

Tom [ gently]: I know that, Mother,

Amands: ¥uu = when I see you t after
hie ways: Staying out late = and - well, you
had been drinking the night you were in that -
terrifying condition! Laura says that you hate

the apartment and that you go out nights to get
away from it , , .28 8 =

Amanda cannot understand that she herself is the cause of

Tom's going to the movies every night, just to get away
from her,




Amanda: But why = » Tom - are you always
80 restlesg? Where you go to, nights?

Tom: I - go to the movies,
smenda: Why do you go to the movies so much, Tom?
'J.‘t:lzgl I go toithe no::lea b?"iﬁ%’nﬁ like gdv;ntgre.
ure_is something ve much of a
'o;g? aoOI go to the movies,
Amanda: But, Tom you go to the movies entirely
too much]
Tom: I like a lot of adventurg ¢ ¢ ¢ o
Amendat liost young men find adventure in their
careers,
Tom: Then most young men are not employed in a
warehouse, o ¢ o ¥an is by instinct & lover
e hunter, a fighter, and none of t.ho?o mtincta
use

are ven much play at
18 by mtm?‘w Don't %bizf:thigs:

¢ Instipnet is some tha
gtgtm:;ay rro:?o it begonga to mng? istian
adults don't want it!
Toms Wha; do ghrintun ulte vant% :g:n lloth::z
Amgndas erior thingse Things o mind
the 3 eanimals to satis
mu'ﬁétaf‘ Surely your al.mhe“
than theirs! Than mnkegt - pigs -
Tom: I reckon they're not,<®

%‘-‘?muﬂw"
Their conversations always end like this one, in an

argument, Amesnda expeets her sonm 0 look after her, to
support her, becsuese his father has gbandoned his respons
sibility,

4Amende: What right have you got to Jeopardize
your Job? Jeopardife the security of us all?
Howdoyouthinkndmanase if you were =

Toms Listeny You think I'm er out the
8% o ¢ You hink 1Thofy ghout the

the Continen Shoemakers? You think I

want to fir five down there
ERETE R e
gent - rather somebo

°
picked up a crowbar and battered out my
brains - than go back mornings! I go:
Every time you come in yolling that Cod
damn 'Rise and Shine!' "Rise apd Shine!'

I say to myself, 'How %m]q 5"4 people
nre?Y But I ge% UDse %q. or sixty-
five dollars a month I give up all that
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I dream of doinq and being ever: And you -

say self - self's all I ever think of,

Why, listen, if self is what I thought of,

Mother, I'd be where he is - GONE][Pointing
to father's picture.] As far as gﬂa system

of transportaion (reaches! ... «

Amanda 1s - in & reslistic moment - aware that she

ie the cause of her children's misery, "My devotion has
mede me a witch and so I make myself hateful to my children!
« ¢« ¢« 1've had to put up a solitary battle all these years,
But you're my right-hand bower! Don't fall down, don't
rail1f"Ro

Amanda always overestimates her children's powers,
hoping that they will distinguish themselves in the future,

She cannot face the feet that Laura is crippled, although
Tom does his best to persuade her to accept the truth
that Laura is different from most girls, Amanda Keeps
reminding Laura of her own youthful popularity., One day
she discovers that Laurs has not been attending classes
at the business collage, but instead hae been visiting
the zoo, the museums, and going to the movies, Amanda
knows the kind of life they can look forward to if Laura

continues to retreat,

S50 what are we going to do the rest of our
lives? ©Stay home and wateh the parades go
by? Amuse ourselves with the glass menagerie,
darling? Eternally play those worn-out phono-
graph records your father left as a painful
reminder of him? We won't have a business
career - we've given that up becsuse it gave
us nervous indigestiong [ Laughs wearily.]
What is there left but dependency all our
lives? I know so well what becomes of
unmarried women who aren't prepared to
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occupy a position, I've seen such pitiful

cases in the South = barely tolerated

spinsters living upon the grudging patronage

of sister's husband or brother's wife! - stuck

away in some little mousetrap of a room = encouraged
by one in-law to vislt another - little birdlike

women without any nest - eating the crust of humility
all their life]

Is that the future that we've mapped out for ourselves?
I swear it's the only alternative I can think of!

It isn't a very pleasant alternative, is 1t?
Laura's physical defect is probably the cause of
her extreme self-consciousness, which has increased to
the point ‘Shat she is literelly terrified of any contact

with strangers, She became physically i1ll and threw up
on the floor the dhy of the speed-test in business college,

She is so nervous that she cannot sit at the table and eat
with the family and the gentlemen caller, Unable to cope
with the confused pace of the world, Laura takes refuge

in her glass collection and her phonograph records, _She
is different from most of Williams' other women characters,
She is peculiarly shy, but she gete along contentedly enough
when lef't toherself, ©Ghe enjoys the art museum and the
bird-houses at the zoo and the tropical flower exhibits,
She is not sexually frustrated, In fact, she is the only
character in the play who is not frustrated; even Jim, the
gentléman caller, is frustrated because he had a glorious
past record of achievement in high school, but has not gone

very far since, Laura confesses her suffering to Jim when
they are alone together, reminiscing ehout the class they
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were in in high school,

Jim: Now I remember -« you always came in late,

Laura: Yés, , it was so hard for me, getting -
upstairs, I had that brace on my leg - it
clumped so loud!

Jim: I never heard any clumping,

Laura: And 8verybody was seated before I came in,
I had to walk in front of all those people. My
seat was in the back row, I had to go clumping
all the way up the aisle with everyone watching!

Laura: I know, but I was, It was always such a
relief when the singing started,27

The unicorn, Laura's favourite glass animal, is a
symbol of Laura herself, It is very delicate and fragile
but out of place in the collection because it is different
from all the other animalg - the only one of its kind, Jim
says of it, "Poor little fellow, he must feel sort of lonesome,"
Laura replies, "Well, if he does he doesn't complain about it,
He stays on a shelf with some horses that don't have horns
and all of them seem to get along micely together."28 When
Jim accidentally knocks down the unicorn while he &nd Laura
are dancing, the conversation becomes filled with suggestiveness

about Laura's deformity,

Jim¢ It's lost its -

Laura: Horn! It doesn't matter, Maybe it's a
blessing in disguise,

Jim: You'll never forgive me., I bet that was
your favourite piece of glass,

Laura: I don't have favourites much., It's no
tragedy, Freckles, Glass breaks so easily,
No matter how careful you are, The traffic
Jars the shelves and things fall off them,

Jim: 8till I'm awfully sorry that I was the
cause,

Laura: I'1l just imagine he had an operation,
The horn was removed to make him feel less =
freakish] Now he will feel more at home
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with the other horses, the ones that don't have
horns, 29

Laura is greatly disappointed when she learre that
the man she had admired since high school days is already

engaged to be married, Perhaps if her love had been
returned she would have been able to grow out of her
nervousness, Perhaps with Jim's encouragement she might
have overcome her inferiority complex and shyness, Now

she has no alternative except to g0 on living with her

mother., Tom has left to travel with the lerchant Marine,
There is no assurance gs to their mesns 6 support, but
the playwright's final description of the two women, as

seen in Tom's memory, suggests they may endure with courage:

¢ o o Amanda gppears to be making a comforting
Speech to Laura y 18 huddled ur the sofa
Now that we cannot hear the mother's speech,

her silliness is gone and she has dignity and
tragic beauty, Laura's dark hair hides her
face until at the end of the speech she lifts

it to smile at her mother, Amands' 8 gestures

are slow and graceful ost dancelike, as sh

comforts her daughter.
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