CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The purpose of this research was the comparative study of attitudes
toward child - rearing practices between mothers of juvenile deliquents and
mothers of normal adolescents,

4 standardized inventory was used in interviewing each subject.
Mothers of normals were eontacted at home and mothers of delinquents were seen
at the Remand Home, The attitudinal scores of both groups of mothers were
compared by the t = test on 23 individual scales in 3 areas of attitudes =
Authoritarien - Control, Hostility - Iejection, and Dempcratic Attitudes.
additional comparisons were nzde with regard to the eduecational Yevel of

-

mothers, family status, and vorking statuse

Subjects were divided into two groups, 50 mothers of juvenile
delinquents and 50 mothers of normal sdolescents. Each subject was Thai
and professed an adherence to Buddhimm, A1l children were male and within
' the age range of 13 ~ 18 years, The fomar.group of moﬁhers had =ong who
comnitted criminal offenses and had been gent to the Training School for Boys
of the Bangkok Observation and Protection Centre, and were either there or
at the Remand Home during the time of this investigatione The latter group
of mothers had sons who had never been convicted of a crime, were study ing
in Matayom Suksa 1 - 5, and were considered by their classroom teachers to
be well - adjusteds

The inventory used in the study was a Thai version of the Parental
Attitude Research Ingfrument (PARI), This consists of 23 five = item scales
covering the three major areas of attitudes previously mentioned.



- 38 -

It was hypothesized that there would be differences in attitudes
betueen mothers of the two groups. The hypothesis was supported by the following
resultss

(1) Aubloritarian - Control & mothers of delinguents and mothers of
normals were significanilly different at the (001 level in 13 scalese This
means that mothers of @alinquents more often used Authoritarian - Control
rearing practices. This is indieated by high scores on the following scaless
Fostering Dependency, Seclusion, Breaking the Will, Martyrdom, Fear of Haming
the Baby, Excluding Outside Influences, Deification, Suppression of Aggression,
Approval of Activity, Inconsiderateness of the Husband, Suppression of Sex,
Ascmc}anca, ~and Intrusiveness, A4 significant difference in Acceleration of
developnent (p > «05) shoved mothers of delinguents having a stronger tendency
in this direction. Considering educationsl level, family status, and working
status, mothers of delinquents contimually expressed a higher degree of
punitive - controlling supervision than did mothers of normsls.

(2) Hogtility - Rejection + mothers of delinquents and of nomals
differed significantly at the «OUL level on seversl scales in this areae
This means thét the former group was more hoétﬂ.a and rejecting than the
latter on the Marital Conflict, Strictness and Irritability scalese Hith
rogard to educational lewel, family status, and working status, mothers of
delinquents showed stronger trends, especially towards attitudes reflecting
Maritel Conflict and Strictnesse

| (3) Democratic Attitudes : mothers of normals used democratic
practices more than dld mothers of delinquents (p > O0Ll)s This is pointed
out on the Encouraging Verbalization and Comradeship and Sharing scalese

Scores were higher on these two seales among mothers of normals, vhebher
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they had elementary education, a normal fanmily bachground, working or non =
working statuse On the other hand, mothers of delinquents with secondary
edugatiun were higher on the Encouraging Verbalization and Equalitarianism
scalese No significant differences were found between the two groups of mothers

from = fraumstic family backgrounds

Kecommendations

Among the proposals for further studies, the suthor would mske the
following anggemio_ns £ 5 ‘

(1) A replication of this study should be carried out using a
larger sample and with the control of many other specific _characterlsbiea
which will more adequately represent mothers of Juvenile delinquents and
those of normal adolescents, :

(2) A comparative study of the fathers of these two groups of children
could be conducted in order to compare the results with these findings.

(3) A comparative study could be made of attitudes towards child -
rearing practices between mothers of malaééusted adolegcents ané. mothers of

Juvenile delinquents with repeated offensese
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Parental Attitude Research Instrument (PiRI)
Instructions
RKead each of the statements below and tgen rate them as
follows 3
A a d ‘ D
strongly mildly gildly strongly

agree agree Vdisagree disagree

Indicate your opinion by drawing a circle around the "a"
if you strongly agree, around the "a" if you mildly agree, around the

"d" if you mildly disagree, around the "D" if you strongly disagree,

There are no right'of wrohg'answérs, 80 answer according
to your own opinion. It 'is very important to the study that all ques-
tions be answered. lany of the statements will seem alike but all are

necessary to show slight differences of opinion.



1+ Children should be alloweéd to disagree with

their parents if they feel their own ideas are
better,

2+ A good mother should shelter her child from

life's little difficulties.

3« The home is the only thing that matters to

a good mother.

4o Some children are just so bad that they must

be taught to fear adults for their own good.

5« Children should realize how much parents

have to give up for them.

6. You must always keep tight hold of baby du-
ring his bath for in & careless moment he might
SHP-

7+ People who think they can get along in mar-
riage without arguments just don't know the

factse.

8« A child will be grateful later on for

strict training.

9+ Children will get on any woman's nerves
if she has to be wita them all day.

&:ee

A a

B
o

LDisagree
d B
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10¢ It's best for the child if he never gets
started !
are right,.

xing vhether his mi_:-l_;exfg;s riews

11, Hore parents should teach their children

to hsie unquestioning loyalty te them.

12+ A child should be taught to aveid fighting
no mather what happens.

13+ One of the worst things about taking care
of a home is a woman feecls that she can't get
Qutc

14 Parents should adjust to the children some

rather then always expecting the children to

adjust to the parents,

15, There are so many things = child has to
learn in 1ife there's no excuse for him sitt-

ing around with time on his hands.

16+ If you let children talk about their trou-

bles they end up complaining even more,

17+ Mothers would do their job better with the

children if fathers were more kind.

18+ A young child should be protected from hear-

ing aboub sexe

Agree

A &

Disagrce
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19+ If a mother doesn't go ahead and make rules
for the home, the children and husband will get
into troubles they don't need to.

20+ A mother should make it her business to
know everything her child are thinking.

21+ Children would be happier snd better behaved
if parents would show an interest in their affairs.

22, Nost children are toilet trained by 15 months

of ages

2%+ There's nothing worse for a young mother than
being alone whild going through her first experi-
ence with a babye

244 Children should be encouraged teo tell their
parents about it whenever they feel family rules

are unreasonable.

25+ A mother should do her best to aveiéd cny
digappointment for her child.

26« The women who want lots of parties seldom

meke good mothers,

27« It's freguently necessary to drive the

wmischief out of a child before he will behave.

28+ A nother must expect to zive up her own happi-

ness for that of her child,

ggee

4 8

A a
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29+ All young mothers are afraid of their awk-
wardness in handling and holding the baby.

30. Sometimes it's necessary for a wife to tell
off her husband in order to get her rights,

314 Strict discipline develops a fine strong cha~

racter.

324 Mother very often feel that they can't stand

their children & moment longer.

33« A parent should never be made to look wrong
in a child's eyes.

Ske The oliild should be taught to revere his pa=
rents above all other grown=ups,
35« A child should be taught to always come to

his parents or teachers rather than fight when
he is in trouble.

36+ Having to be with the children all the time
gives a women the feeling her wings have been
clinvpad,

37« Parents must earn the respect of their chil-

dren by the way they act,

38+ Children who don't try hard for success will

feel they have missed out on things later on.

A

Disagree
d D
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39. Parents who start a child talking about his

worries don't realize that sometimes it's better to

Just leave well enough alone.

40, Husbands could do their purt if they were less

selfishe

41e It's very important thet young boys end girls
not be nllowed to see each other completely un~

dressed,

42, Children and husbands do better when the mo-

ther is strong enough to settle most of the sreblems.

43+ A child should never keep a secret from his
parents.

b4y, Laughing at children's jokes and telling
children jokes makes things go more smoothly.

45+ The sooner a child learns to wald the better

he's trained.

46, Tt isn't fair thet a woman has to bear just
about all the burden of raising children by

herself,

L7+ 4 opild has a right to his omn point of view
and ought to be allowed to express it.

484 A ohild should be protected from jobs which
might be too tiring or hard for him.
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Agree Dis ee
A & d D
A a d D
A @& d D
A a d D
A a d D
A 8 a4 D
A a a D
A a d D
A a d D
A & .



49« A woman has to choose between having a well
run home and hobnobbing around with neighbors

50. A wise parent will teach a child early just

who is bosse

51, Few women get the gratitude they deserve for

all they have done for their children.

52+ Mothers never stop blaming themselves if
their babies are injured in accidents.

53+ No matter how well & married couple love one
another, there are always difficulties which

cause irritation and lead to arguments.

54+ Children who are held to firm rules grow
up to be the best adults.

55¢ It's a rare mother who can be sweet and

even tempered with her children all day.

56+ Children should never learn things outside the

home which wake them doubt their parents'ideas.

57« A child sodn learns that there's no greater
wisdom than that of his parents.

58+ There is no good excuse for a child hitting

another child.

Agree
A a

A a

A a

A a

A @&

Uisagree
d D

47



59. Most young mothers are bothered more by

the fecling of heing shut up in the home than
by anything else.

60s Children sre too often asked to do all the

comprouising and adjustment that is not fair,

61+ Parents should teach their children that
the way to get ahead is to keep busy and not

vaste time.

62. Children pester you with all their little
upsets if you aren't careful from the first.

63« When = mother doesn't do a goecd job with

children, it's probably because the father.

6L+ Children who take part in sex play buccne

sex criminals when they grow up.

65. A mother has to do the planning because she
is the one who knows what's going on in the home.

66+ in alert parent should try to learn «ll

her child's thoughts.

67+ Parents who're interested in hearing about
their children's parties, dates and fun help

them grow up right.

68¢ The esrlier a child is weaned from its emo~
tionsl ties to its parents the better it will hen-

dle its own problems.

4

A

P

A

a

A
£A

&

a
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69 A wise woman will do enything to avoid being

by herself before and after a new baby.

70+ A child's ideas should be seriously considered

in making family decisions. s

71+ Parents should know better than to allow their
children to be exposed to difficult situations.

72« Too many women forget that a mother's place is

in the hone.

73+ Children need some of the natural meanness

taken out of them.

74« Children should be more considerate of their
mothers since their mothers suffer so much for

them.

75« Host mothers are fearful that they mey hurt
their babies in handling them,

76« There're somethings which just can't be set-

tled by a mild discussion.

77+ Most children should have more discipline

than they gete
78. Faizing children is a nerve-wracking job.

79+ The child should not guestion the thinking

of his parents.
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Agree Disagree
A a d D
A a d D
A a d b
A a d D
A a d D
A a d D
A a a D
A a a D
A a d D
A a d D
A a d D



80. Parents deserve the highest esteem and re-

gard of their children.

87, Chiliren should not be encouraged to box
or wrestle because it often leads to troudle

or injurye.

€2+ One of the bad things about raising chil-
dren is that you aren't free ensugh of the

time to do Jjuat as you like.

83+ As much as is reasonable a perent should

try to treat a child as an equal.

Bhe 4 child who is "on the go" all the time
will most likely be happy.

85+ If & child has upset feelings it's best
toA leave him alone and not make it look sc-

rious,

86. If mothers could get their wishes they
would most often ask that their husband be

more understanding.

87« Sex is one of the greates problems to be

contended with in children,

88+ The whole family does fine if the mother
puts her shoulders to the wheel and takes

charge of things.

A

2

Disagree



89+ A mother has a right to know everything co-
ing on in her child's life because her child is
part of hers

90. If perents would have fun with their children,
the children would be more apt to take their ad-

vices

91+ A mother should meke an effort to zet hor
child toilet trained st the earliest possible
tiﬂl.

924 Host women need more time than they're given
to rest up in the home after going through child-
birthe '

93, When a child is in troubls he ouszht to know
he won't be punished i'or talking about it with
his parentse '

94+ Children should be kept away from all hard
Jjobs which might be discouraging.

95+ A good mother will find enough social life
within the family.

96s It's sometimes necessary for the parents to
break the child's will,

97« lothers sacrifice almost all thelr own fun
for their children.
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Agree Disagree
A a d D
A @& d b
A a d D
A & a b
A a d D
A a a b
A & a D
Aa- 4




Agree Disagree
96+ A mother's greatest fear is that in a for- A a d D
getful moment she might let something bad hap-
pen to the babye.

99+ It's natural to have quarrels when two peo- A a d D
ple who both have minds of their own get married.

100, Children are actuslly happier under strict A e d D
traininge
101+ It8s natural for e mother t5 "blow hexr top" A a d D

when childrm are selfish and demandirg.

102, There's nothing worse than letting a child A & a

I

hear criticisms of his mother.

103+ Loyalty to parents comes before anything else. A a da D
104+ liost parents prefer & guiet child to a "scrap- A a a D
PY" one.

105« i young mother feels "held down" because A a a D

there sre lots of things she wants to do while

she is younge

106+ There's no reason parents should have their A a 4 D

own woy all the time, any more than that children
should have their own wsy all the time,

107« The sconer a child learns that = wasted minute A a a b

in lost forever the better off he will bes



1064 The trouble with giving attention to children's
problems is they usually just make up a lot of sto-
ries to keep you interested.

109+ Few men realize that a mother needs some fun
in life tooe

110¢ There's usually something wrong with a child
who asks & lot of questions about sex.

111¢ A married woman knows that she will have to take
the lead in family matters.

1124 It's a mother's duty to make sure she knows her
child's innermost thoughts.

113« Yhen you do things together; children feel close

to you and can talk easieve

114e A child should be weaned away from the bottle

or breast as soon as possible.

115 Taking care of a small baby is something that
no woman should be expected to do all by herself,

igree  Disagrec

Fo

d D
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