- CHAPTER IV
INTERPRETATION AND DISCUSSICN

J As indicated earlier it was hypothesized that mothers of juvenile
delinquents and mothers of normsl adolescents would differ in their sttitudes
in three major areas of rearing practices. This hypothesis was supported
by the findings presented in Chapter III,

Table I showed that mothers of normal adolesceénts were significantly
higher (p >4001) on the two democratic scales - Encourmging Verbalizagion and
Comradeship and Sharing, This finding is in agreement with those of Petersonl®,
Bandura'® and Glueck who found that mothers of delinquants had fever "democratic®

' and Mcind" attitudes. It slso supports the work of Plamai VibulmwatZ who

reported that parents of delinquents often avoid commmnication with thedr

children and provide f.‘ewer opportunities for them to express thedkr ideas,

Futhurmore, mothers of delinquents were found to be significantly higher

(p D4001) on several scales in the Hostility — Rejection area - Marital

Conflict, Strictness, and Irritability. This result compares favorably with
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those of Hewitt® and Glueck®> who found a high correlation between a serlous
aggressive behavior syndrome and parental hostility - rejection among mothers
of delinquentse

In addition, mothers of this group used Authoritarian - Conbrol
more than mothers of normals with significant differences (p ).001) on the
following scaless Fostering Depenclency, Seclusion of Mothers, Breaking the
Will, Marbyrchm, Fear of Harming the Baby, Excﬂ.ud:!.ng Outside Influences,
Delficagion, Suppression of Aggression, Approval of Activity, Inconsiderateness
of the lmsband, Suppression of Sax, Ascendance of Mother, TIntrusiveness, and
at the 05 level in Acceleration of Devalopment. These iostnts are similar
to Madoff?s** findings that mothors of delinguents express higher authoritarisn
attitudes (p > 0l) in Suppression of Sax, Deification, Martyrdom, Suppression
of Aggression, Fostering Dependency, Ixcluding Outside Mfluencos, Seclusion,
and at the «05 level in Intrusiviness and Breaking the Will. 4 possible
explanation for this finding may include the following factors: mpleaéant
fanily 1i£e®, a lack of dlscipline of he mobher herself, or parental enotional
instability??, 11 of these factors nay oontribute to frustration and conflict
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within children, Under such circimstances, children in an unhappy family
atmosphere might gradually have a reduction in telings of guilt and mental
security which, in turn, would be reflected in emotionsl and/or personslity
deviationse As restriction and rej ection?8 are said to give rise to fear,
and fear promotes defensive reactions, this idea gains support from the
studies of Hirschi®? and Kahn30 which indicated that delinquents were the
victing of indifference or actual hostility of their parents. Furtle more,
delinquent behavior is often said Bo be a substitute satisfaction for
frustration endured in a child's relationships with his parents, especially
with a mother who generally spends more time with him.

When attention was given to the variable of education - elementary
level - (Table II), mothers of normsls still expressed higher Comradeship
and Sharing, and Encouraging Verbalizagione Differences were significant
at the 001 level, This is possibly due to the enthusiuan shown by mothers
of normals toward modern methods of supervision, Mothers ol delinquents
showed more hostile and rejecting attitudes as seen in the scales of Marital
Conflict, Strictness and Irritability, In aadition, they were significantly
higher on dominance attitudes as measured by scales Ry 35 4y 5, 10, 11, 12,

15, 17, 18, 19 and 20, Both groups were alike in Equalitarianism, Rejection
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of Homemaking Role , Awoidance of Commmnication, Acceleration of Development,
and Dependency of Mother, When the variable of secondary education is con-
sidered (Table III), mothers of normals were higher on Rejection of longnalding
Role, Avoidance of Commmication, and Acceleration of Developments There vere
no significant differences wetween two groups with secondary education on the
Dependency of Mothers and Irritability scsless These results might be due to
the igher educational level of the mothers which would provide them with more
opportunities to secure jobs outside the home and, thus, make them tend to
accelerate their child's development, avoid communication, reject somehow
the homemaking role, and be dependent and even - tempereds

However, mothers of delinquents, whether of eleuentary or sémhdary
education, agreed significantly with authoritarian - conirol practicess The
variable of education, in this case, does not seem to have beeﬁ a very important
contributing factore It might be that the position of being mothers of
dfficult sons, instead, was thekey to that dominating responsese Furthermore,
mothers of @elinguents who had secondary education not only expresced higher
authoritatisnism, but also higher democratic attitudes than did nothers of
normals on the Encouraging Verbalizstion and Equalitarianism scales. In this
case, the idea of "Saving face" o, perhaps, defensiveness on the part of the
mothers themselves might be a cause, The results might also be attributed to
treaction formation" or "overcompengation®, However, therev is no enough
evidence at the present time from which to draw firm conclusionse There is
a vnaed for further investigation of this findging and the reasons for ite

When mothers of normal boys with elementary ané secondary education
were compared, (Table IV) significant differences occured only with regard to

Authoritarian - Control, Those with elementary education had higher scores



on Brealing the Will, Fear of Hamming the Baby, Delification, Approvel of
dctivity, and Ascendance. However, among mothers of delinquents (Tsble V),
those with secondary education agreed more with mooung.ng Verbalization
and Corwadeship and Sharing, while those with clementary education showed
higher marital conflict and (coﬁncidmtany with mothers of minala who had
almmtuy education)s looked forwsrd more to Deification and Ascendances
Education, coupled with a fanily background involving a ‘Momal or prolilemed"
child, appeared to Bave a strong influemnce upon these resulis.

| With vegard to the varleblo of trawss in the family (Table WD), ne
significent differences vere found betusen mothers of !ﬁmala and of qumtn
in democratic attitudes. On the other‘ hand, when the fam.ly status of mothers
was nomal (Table VIi), it was found that m‘hﬁews of néﬁmls significantly
nore pﬁén uged the democratic demension - Incouraging Verbalizagion, and
Comradeship and Shering. Therefore, traunatic status seams to be a factor
in these findingss The remilts lend support to those of Loebd and SheldonR,

Hothers of delinquonts when compared with mothers of normals,

vhether from the traumatic or normel family (Table VI end VII), had
significantly higher secores on the Hostility - Rejection and Authoritarian -
Control dimensions. No sﬁmﬂ.ﬁoant differences were found between mothers of
delinquents with traumatic and normal fomillese The kay ho this seems %o be
the position of being a mother of a (H.stm'bed and/or Aifficult child, Among
mothers of nomals (Table VIII), there were only two sesles - Comradeship
and Sharing and Dependancy of Mother - which vere significantly different at
the 05 lewdl. liothers from a nommsl family background had streng atﬂw
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on Comradeship and Sharing in the democratic arcas It would appear from
these remilts that & healtly family status is to be prefered, In addition,
these mothers showed a stronger Dependeney trend. It might be that they
once spontaneonsly received help and shared warmth with other family maubers
(especially with thefy Imsbands) vhereas mothers from traumatic farmilies
had to struggle for long pertods of time by thamselvese

Tuming to working and non - working status, mpthers of normels
were repeatedly markedly higher in Encouraging Verbalization and Comradeship
and Sharing (Tables IX and X), Their routine, inside or outside the home,
seems not to interfere with their democratic attitudese At the same time,
mothers of delinquents were higher on Authoritarian - Control, whether
having jobs outslde the home or at home. Only two scales among the non =
working groups, Awidance of Communication and Dependency, produced
slgnificant differences with higher scores for mothers of normals, There
were no cignificant @lfferences in these tuwo scales among the working groupse
This may possibly bd due to (1) a tiresome daily routine which made them
aveid commnication with thelr children and (2) the financisl responsibility
which fall to the hmshands of these non - working women that made them
more dependent.,

Looking at the hostility — rejection area, both whrldng and non -
voricing mothers of delinquents (Table IX) showed greater Marital Conflict,
Strictness, and Irritability, This would seam to be reasonable. As
(4anopulos and La Follette3 have reported, mothers beeane more striet and

33 Gilanopulos, Ae, and Mitchell, H.E. WMaritsl Disagreement in Working
Wife Marrlages as a Function of Husband's Attitude toward Wife's Emplg ment?®

Marxdace Fapdly Idving,193 373 - 378, 1957.

% La Folletw, GeT ok Studs £ tag plams of 652 Gainiu
onan Hop fgrg,Bureau of Lublications, Teachers College,

omems




i J5 e

moody with the degree of Marital Conflict., In contrast, the non - working
mothers of the two groups did not differ significantly in Irritability and
Rejection of Homemaking Role Work, then, would seem to be an influence in
this case.

The higher scores of working mothers of normsls on Rejection of
Homemeking fole may be accounted for by their relaxing feeling when woltcing
and greater opporiunities to enjoy socially stimilating entertainment,
Since they did not have to woiry very mich about their children, they may
often rejected the housewifes duty than did nothers of delinquents,e Besides,
it may be that they had never én:]oyed: thé duties expected of housewives.
&t the same time, non - working mothers of both delinquents and normals
did net significently differ in fejection of the housewife task. It mighd
be gald that they accepted this as their duty since thay did not have to
endure work outside the homes

- With regard to the comparisons among mothers of delinquents, the
working mothers were more irritables In this case, it appears that a job,
together with the conflicting atmosphere in their families, their mood
change aasﬂ,v35 « However, the working mothers of delinquents expressed
stronger Dependencys It might be that they fell uncertain and insecure in
thelr work and as a result felt more dependent than did the non - working
mothers, ‘ 7 : :

- 4 final explanation for having no significant differences betueen
working and non - working mothers of normal adolescents might be that they
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were similar in "healthy emotion" dus to a favorable atmosphere within their
familiese Furthur research is to clasify this pointe
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