CHAPTER I

INTROUCTION
Significance of the Study

Many contempery personality theories attach great importance to
the role parents play in detemining the personality characteristics of
children. This is especlally true with regard to the importance of maternal
attitudes. Levy's statementd is typlcals "It 1z generally accepted that the
most potent of all influences on socisl behavior is derived from the social
experience of the mother." HEven the prograns in parent education® from the
beginning have been designed on the assumption that the mother is the primary
influence on the child, As the Encyclopedia of Mental Heslth3 has stated
"Delinquency is a failure in socialization, in development of values, and
in the response to social controls." In fact, some psychiatrists have
identified cases inmwhich parents act out their own awtiional problems
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through thelr children, whom they have reared with gaps in conscience,
Lenkau and others® have pointed out that the "psychogenic" hypothesis
is fundepental in American psychiatric thought and that early life
experiences are causually rdlated to later life discrders. In 1952,
Nllak confimmed that "mothers are interviewed before fathers in child
guidance clinics, and in fact such clinies often do not ask to see the
father even when he was the one who made the initial referral of the child."
Paychoanalytic thought still stresses the durable effects of infant experionces
which is largely derived from the mother's rearing practice, which
ma:&acimdy stemmed from her abtituds toward it. :

Studies such as those of Hartshomme and M"S and Forer! have
shown that the correlations betwesn the child’s beliefs, attitudes, and
values run higher with his mother then with his father, Furthermore,
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Bettalheime® has pointed out that if parents vho rigidly attempt to impose
accelerated development goals upon children are told that early toilet-training
is undesirable, they may delay such training that may continmue to accelerate
the child in talking, reading, and important areas of development., This
example illustrates that an underlying attitude may infiluence a great variety
of parent bebavior. In turn, delinquent behavior may be developed as a
subgtitute satisfaction for frustration endured in their relationships
with their parents. GConsequently, since adolescents with disordered
personalities, particularly juvenile deliquents, constitute a kind of separate
populgtion group with a deviated way of behaving, all too roftan, bringing
them into rigldly serlous conflict with surrounding persons and the Lav,
it is important to study the trends in rearing practices among thelr motherse
The present research, thean, was designed to see if the attitudes
towards child-rearing practices of mothers of juvenile delinquents were
significantly different from the attitudes of mothers of normsl adolescentse
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Statement of Problem

The general aim of this research is to compare the attitudes
toward child - rearing practices between mothers of juvenile deliquents
and of nomal adolescents,

Specific Aim

More specifically, the investigation looks at the differences
between 50 mothers of male juvenile dalinquents and 50 mothers of normal
male adolescents in 3 main areas of rearing - practice attitudess Autho-
ritarian - Control, Hostility - Rejection, and Democratic attitudes,

Hypothesis

The author hypothesiged that there would be differences in
attitudes toward child - rearing practices between the mothers of Juvenile
deliquents and of nommal adolescents.



Definition of Terms

The concepts of giititudes toward child - resring practice used
in this study are adapted from the twenty - three five - item scales in

the Parental Attitude Research Instrument (PARI).

Hormgl agdolescentg refers to male adolescants withno record
of conviction, studying in secondary school within the age range of 13

to 18 years,.

Juvenile delinquents refers to male adolescents comwicted of

- serious crimes and who are under the protection of the Remand Home and

the Probatiion Division of the Bangkok Observation and Protection Centres

They are also in the age range of 13 to 18 years.

Family with Irgumg means a family with a history of separation,
of divorce, and/or of the death of the child's father,

Normal family means a family with no history of diworce, of
separatlion, or of the death of the child's father.

Working mothers means mothers who have jobs outside the home,
with no particular reference to the type of job.

Non - working motherg means those who are housewives and those
who do thelr jobs at home,



Related Iiterature

Stogdill® vas among the first to abtempt the objective
measuranent of parent.; abtitudes with two questiomnaires neasuring
attitudes toward parental control and toward social behavior of
children, _ '

11166 found that "parents abtitudes are ralated to the
leadership status and social acceptance of the child by the school
group. &ﬂaaoalw measuring ever - pmtec‘t:ion, dominance by the
parent, and encouragement of social development are related to the
child's social adjustmente" :
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Mark!! assembled items and aduinistered them to 100 mothers of
hospitalized schizophrenies and 100 mothers of controls who were matched
for age, raligion, education, socloeconomic status, and age of thelr sons,
He found that 67 of the 139 items differentiated the groups beyond the .10
level of aighificance.

Klebanoff'? adninistered Pom IV of PARI to 15 mothers of
schizophrenie childeen, 15 mothers of retarded or brained injured children,
and 26 mothers of normel children, Significant dfferences in seales
related %o an overpossessiveness" factor sppeared between mothers of mormals
and of retardod or brain injured children, Differences between the groups
remeined after the variable of oducation was controlled.No dlfferances
could be demonstrated betwesn mothers of schizophrenics and of mentally
retarded children on factor scores, but differences betwsen groups on
individual scales were not tesbede |
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Mann*3 used the Final Form IV of PARI as well as questionnaires
dovelopod by hoben™ and Mark® for mothers of cerebral palsied children
and mothers of normsl children. The latter group scored significantly
higher on the Ignoring scale from Shoben, bub SCforemess an tha Poisegsive
and Dominant scales were not significant. The mothers of cerebral palsied
children showed more agreement (scored significantly higher) on the PARI
scaleas Seclusiveness, Strictness, Intrusivemess, and Compadeship and
Sharinge Mothers of normals scored significantly higher on Marital Conflict,
Irritability, Rejection of the Homemaking fele, and Awoidance of Commniecation
Eloven of the 23 PARI éealoa yiclded diferences significent at or beyond
the 05 levele :
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In_ 1958, Zuckerman, Ultean and lbnaahld.n16 used PARI for 47 mothers

of schizophrenics and 47 mothers of normal children, They found no significant

dffarences in the three major aveas of attitudes between the 2 groups, but
significant differences among 14 subscaless Fostering Dependency, Breaking
the Will, Marital Conflict, Excluding Outside Influences, Delfication, v

on of Aggression, Awoidance of Communication, &wpream of Sex,
Intmd,msa, Accal eration of Development, Dependency of the Mother,
Seclusion of the Mother, Martyrdom, and Ascendance of the Mother,

In Thailand, the PARI was adapted into a Thai version by Surin
Sutidtathig’” 4n 1967 for « study of 40 mothars of mentally deficient
children and 40 mothers of nommsal children, The ages of'fthe 30 children
ranged from 11 = 1 6 years. Among the important findings in the area of
futhoritarian - Control, Hostility .. Rejection, and Dempcratic Attitudes

16 Mervin Zuckeman, Mary Gltem, and Iruin Monashiin, "The

Parental Attitudes of Mothers of Schizophrenica", Joumsl of Gongsulting
Psychology, 22: 4, 7 - 310, August, 1958,

7 Surin suthitathip, & Comarative Study of Maternal Attitude
Towmpd Child - Rearing Practies Between Mothers of Nomagl and of Mentally
Deficient Chil dren, Unpublished Master's Thesls, Chulalongkom University,
19676



- 10 =

were the following 3 (1) Mothers of mentally defective children had higher
scores for authoritarian - control and hostility - rejection than did mother
of nommals, ut there were no significant differences in democratic attitudes
between the two groups, (2) the differences between the attitudes of the
mothers of the educable and trainable mentally defective children were not
statistically significant, and (3) age and educational level of the mothers
did not show a significant influence upon suthoritarian control or hostility
rejection,

Mado£f'® investigated the attitudes of 50 mothers of institutlonslized
delinquents and 57 mothers of heslthy adoleseents, using only 20 scales of
the PARI, The delinquents ranged from 12 - 17 years, while the nommal
children had a range of 11 ~ 18 years, The mothers of both groups were
predominantly of grammar school education, with a mean of 10.6 years. The
two groups of mothers differed significantly on 9 of the 20 scales. The mothers'

. 18 Jeff M, Madoff, "The Attitudes of Mothers of Juvenile
Delinquants toward Child Raring", Joumagl of Consulting Pavcholoey,
23316, 518 - 520, December, 1959.



Tesponses proved to be significantly different ot the .0l level on 7 of
those 9 scales : Suppression of Sex, Delfication, Martyrdom, Suppression
of Aggression, Fostering Dependency, Excluding Outside Influences,
Seclusiveness, and at the .05 level on Intrusiveness, and Breaking the
Wille In all cases of significance, it showed that the mothers of the v
delinquents expressed the more punitive, controlling, and suthoritarian
attitudes.
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