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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims

1. To analyse the election behavior of the residents of the
district No.8 of the Bangkok Metropolis in the general election of
8 February 1981 in order to find out about their understanding,
interest, political consciousness, and attitude towards elections,
and to find out whether their behavior differs from the previous case.

2+ To find out which of the two; that is policy of a political
party or qualification of an election candidate, has more influence
upon decision of voters, and whether such a decision goes along with
democratic practice.

3+ To study whether modification of qualification of voters
whose fathers have alien status, and some gituational factors like

transportation have bearing upon voting.



4e To investigate the extent to which factor of individual
voters, candidates, and election organizers have upon the decision
not to go to vote. |

5+ To find out the relationship between levels of interest,
understanding, knowledge, political consciousness and political
behavior,

The findings show that those who go to vote have a middle
level of knowledge of election (54.0%), but it is a little lower
than those who do not go to vote (55.6%) and it is nearly on the same

level with those who go but do not vote (54.5%).

It also shows that those who vote have middle level of interest
in the election (54.9%) although it is higher than those who do not
go to vote (49.4%). As for those who go but do not vote, their

level of interest is nearly the same with those who vote (53.7%).

On general ground those who exercise their right to vote,
and those who go but do not vote are, by average, more conscious of

election than those who do not go to vote (75.0 : 75.7 : 54.7%).

On exercising the right to vote; it is found out that level
of knowledge and understanding of election have no relationship with
the exercise of the right to vote. But level of interest on election
is related to the exercise of the right to vote; and level of
consciousness for election is related to the exercise of the right

to vote;



On the level of understanding of election, the findings
show that it is not related with sex. It is relatedwith age.
Social and economic status is not related with it. It is related
with education. It is also related with profession. It is not

related with nationality.

On level of consciousness of election, it is found out that
it is related with sex, age, social and economic' status, education,

profession; but it is not related with nationality.

On level of interest in election, the findings show that
it is related with sex, age, social and economic status, education,

profession; but it is not related with nationality.

Voters are more interested in the policy offered by political
parties without differentiating whether they are government of

opposition par'hies;

There are 40% of those who do not go to vote because of not
knowing that there are modifications of voting right. Nationality
has some relationship with party preference; and nationality is

related to going to the poll on 8 February 1981,

Pre-election situational factors have slight effects upon
going to vote. The main causes of minimal level of exercising the
right to vote are related to preoccupation with job, laziness, the
feeling that representatives are not good enough and the feeling

that politicians only make self profit.



On going to vote, it is found out that sex, age, social and
economic status, and profession are not related to it while education

and nationality are related to it.
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