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Abstract

The king cobra (QOphiophagus hannah) is the poiso-
nous snake with the geographically widest range in Southeast
Asia, Its venom contains neurotoxin, hemolysin, cardiotoxin,
cholinesterase, phospholipase A, and some other enzyme inhi-
bitors, Of particular interast is the effect of cobra venom
on the enzymatic activities of various orgens, as enzymatic
inhibitor might contribute to the toxicity of this wvenom,
The histochemical activities of succinic dehydrogenase and
acetylcholinesterase in mice tissues after administration
of king cobra were studies. The venom decreased the acti-
vity of succinic dehydrogenase throughout the liver and
myocardium, In the kidney, the enzymatic activity of the

venom-treated sections showed-generalised decrease in the



proximal convoluted tubules and thick ascending limb,

A decrease in acetylchclinesterase activity was observed
in the liver and kidney, while there was noc diff.rcnce

in enzyme acgivity of brain tissue. Other effect of the
venome was cell detereolation in some part of the liver
and kidney shown as swelling and vacuolization., Increased
phagocytic cells and mitotic cells were statistically

significant in the liver and kidney tubules possible due

to the defensing and repairing mechanism,
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