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ABSTRACT

For students of international transactions, relations and
Southeast Asian Studies, Thailand's foreign policy during the Saridi.
Dhanarachata regime (1958-1963) is of great interest. After careful
analytical study of all the factors influencing the policy, the
students will be convinced that it_was formulated in similar manners
to that of the previous government of Field Marshall Pibulsongkram,

namely the policy of committing itself to western countries,

especially the United States of America. Thailand and the United
States have been close partners since the signing of the Agreements
on Economic and Technical Assistance and on Military Assistance in

1950, Moreover, the two countries allied themselves in the Korean

conflict (1950-1953).

Since 1952, Field Marshall Pibulsongkram of the previous
government had appreciated the U,S.'s might and assistance, when he,
through his political intrigue, solicited aids from America, osten=

sibly to suppress internal communist insurgents who, he said, were



becoming more and more active, It was, nevertheless, found out
that Pibulsongkram used American aids to promote his political base
which was becoming shaky at the time. Incidentally, the U.S, then

was seeking friends in Southeast Asia which shared its anti-communist

policy.

Undoubtedly, to the Thai government's policy of total
suppreesion of communism in Thailand, the U,S, responded by giving
as much military and financial aids as requested without taking
care that they were to be used accordinglye. All the U.S, wanted
was to have Thailand as a staunch ally of the West in its fight to

stop communist expansion in Southeast Asia.

In 1958, Field Marshall Saridi Dhanarachata, who successfully
seized power from Pibulsongkram Government in 1957, staged another

coup against his own protééé Government of Lieutenant=General

Thanom Kittikachorn in 1958 on the ground of political instability.
As the new prime minister, Saridi continued the same pro-western
policy, particularly pro-American policy. This study reveals that
many factors influenced such a policy, namely: the internal economic
situation of the country which was under-developed and not selfw
sufficient because of the lack of oapital, technology and the exag=
gerated growing communist subversion., However, last but not least
is Saridi's strong personality and hero type of public image which
the writer of this thesis calls “charismatic leadership." This is
the image the Thai people needed, the image that won popular support
and created a fair and just mental picture in all fields of govern-

mental activities including, of course, foreign policies,




o

Furthermore, it was discovered that, besides these internal
factors that shaped the course of Thai foreign policy during Saridi's
regime, many external events have to be considered, namely the role
of the superpowers in Southeast Asia such as the United States and
recurrent political crises in Laos, caused by Communist group.

A1l these pushed Thailand into increasingly greater commitment to
the United States. At the same time the tendency for rapproachement
with the communist countries, especially the People's Republic of

China, showed no sign of materialization.
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