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ABSTRACT

Aé fer as the national develovment plan has
to concern with populstion growth, the family planning
program shall play a very important role in the respect.
The success of the progregm depends on many relevant
factors including communicstion of related informstions.
At present, there sre very few studies regarding family
Planning communication channels influencing the accep-
tability of contracevtion in Thailand. This study is
emphseized on the resesrch methodology to meet the

following main purposes:



1« To determine the communication behavior
of Thei female contraceptive acceptors including the
accepteblility of the genersdl and the family planning
informstions

2¢ To determine the Thai female's sttitude
towerd temporary snd permenent contraceptives.

3¢ To find the main reason influencing the

Thal female to accept the contraceptive.

The subjects were purposely selected from the
pPopulation of 252 Thai female who sccepted contracep-
tive at Chulslongkorn Hospital during'the period of
January 19 to Februsry 20, 1931, The subjects were
1nterviewed by using the questionaire which was -designed
to cover the role of msss medis and interversonsal media.
Chi-square test and t-test are employed for determina-

tion of correlation and comparision tésting regpectively.

The results derived from hypotheses teésting are
as follows:

1. The interpersonsl media ig the first source
of informstion on contraceptive for both temporary and
permanent acceptors (accept hypothesis)

2¢ The final source of information influencing
the acceptability of temporary contraception is

nelghbor (reject hypothesis)



3, The final source of information influencing
the acceptability of permanent contraception is former

acceptor (accept hypothesis)

According to the study, the relevant results
can be summarized as follows:

1. Average age of the subﬁects is 28.01 years
0ld and the sversge income is 3179.17 baht/month.
Most of them are housewives with educational level of
grade 1-4,

2. For general communication behesvior, 1t is
found that on week days, most of the respondents
receive information from radio and television during
the day time and the night time respectively. Among
the four measured mass media, radio and television are

more popular than newspaper and film.

During weekend, resdio is most frequently used
during 6,00-9,00 a.m., the rest is television. It is
also noticeable that the usage of the mass media and
interpersonal media are positively correlated. A

3. For family planning information, the first
information heard by the subjects is the usage of
contraceptive pills (mostly by interpersonsl media-

relatives and a few by mass media)



Most subjects have never =searched for addie:
tional informations. It is noticeable that the
percentage of seeking and educationsl level corre-

lated positivelye.

For this type of information, among the
four messured mass media, redio is the source of
highest frequency of family plsnning information
acceptances The lower income grbup moet frequently
get fomily planning informetion from radio gnd
television than the higher income groupe.

4, For specific contraceptive informstion,
interpersonal media plaeys the most important role
for providing the first information. The persons
who accept permanent contrasceptive usually search
for gdditionsl informstion much more than the person

who accept temporary contraceptivee.

The final source of informastion influencing
the temporary acceptors is the family planning
personnel and for the permanent acceptors, is the

former acceptor,

For this type of information, among the four
megsured mass medla, radio is the main source of

information influencing the acceptancee.



5., Source credibility is varied among the
type of information, general and family plenning
informations. The acceptors rely on relatives for
the general informstior whereas for the family
planning information, they rely on doctors and family

planning personnel.

For the mass medis viewpoint, they rely on
rédio and television for general information and for
family planning informstion respectively. It is
noticeable that one fourth of the acceptors do not
rely on mass media for both general and family

planning information.

The most desirgble . technique of information
presentation through mass medis, as suggested by the
respondents, should be in term of formal instruction

by doctore.

The persons who accept temporary contraceptive
usually have positive sttitude toward both temporary
and permznent contraceptive, whereas the persons who

accept permanent contraceptive ususlly do not count



on temporary contraceptive, However, it should be noted
that the acceptors of temporary contraceptive are mostly
the persons who have sufficient children, whereas the
permanent acceptors are mostly the persons who say they

want to postpone thelr pregnancy.
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