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Thesis Title: Fertility in Thailand

Name Miss Nonglak Chantanakom
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Academic Year 1971
ABSTRACT

The objective of this research in to study fertility

in Thailand in 1960. Tts main hypothesis is:

"Fertility in Thailand in 1960 was high",

' The data used in/this study is taken from the 1960 pepuia-

tion Census of Thailand (changwad series) and the one percent sample

of 1960 Population Censué of Thailand.

Population facters affecting fertility.

It is found that the level and trend in completed as well
as incompleted fertility was-at-a high level. Consequently there
is a low ratio of éhildless women and a high ratio of women with
several children. The lowest fertility rate occurred in Changwad
Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwat and is prebably due to the fact that
Muslim women traditionally favour having smaller numbers of children
which is partly achieved through means such as ahortion. Together
With the high eost of living in the area and an economy totally
dependent on the fluctuating price of the rubber, most women whese
OCCupation revolves around the rubber plantations tend to resort
to abortion as a mean to control their fertility and notworsen their
CConomic level. Differential fertility according to locality is as
follows. Women residing in municipal areas had lower fertility than
those residing in ndn—municipal areas. Women from non~agriculturnl
households had lower fertility rates than those from agricultural
households. Northeastern women had the highest fertility rate fol-
lowed successively by Central, Northern, and Southern women. There are

several reasons for the highest rate in the Hertheast, the most



important of these is the economic factor. The Northeastern women as
compared to women form other regions have a low standard of living,

the average income per household is lower,the percentage of people
residing in agricultural household and rural area is higher, and even the
percentage of those owning motorcycles is much lower than other regions,
The above examvles indicate.clearly that the people in this region are
quite poor. Their educational standard is also low and it is quite
posa¥Pble that they are not aware that having fewer children could im-
prove their economic well bing and living standard,. On the other han&,
fertility in the g wuthern region is low where most women are Mus® ims

and work in the rubber plantation, under similar conditions as mentioned
for Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwat.”/ Pherefore low fertility in the South
are possibly to the same reasens which cause the fertility rate to be
low in the Yala, Pattani, and/Narathiwat. Changwad Pranakhorn with nost
of its population living in the municipal -area had a relatively low
fertility rate. Since most/Thai women appear to predispose couples to

high fertility, the fertility of kingdom was at a high level,

Social factors affecting fertility.

I¢ was found that there was an-inverse relationship between
education and fertility. women with Iittle education had high fer-
tility, but women who had received high éducation had lower ferti-
lity. Illiterate women had a slightly higher fertility rate than
litterate women because the majority of literate women are those who
had receiveved little formal educations Women who migrated to the
Changwad of their present residence five years after census date
show only a little lower fertility than those who did not migrate.
This small difierence in the fertility rate between the two groups was
probably influenced by the small number of highly educated women among
the migrating group. ‘'hen migrants were classifiec by birthplaces:. it was
found that Northeastern women had the highest fertility followed in order
by Northterntgentral,ghangwad Pranakhorn, and Southern women. Islamic women
had the lowest fertiljty, Confuycian women occupied an intermediateg possi-
tion and Buddhist women and others had the highest rate. 1In ChangwadrPga-
nakhorn Islamic women had the highest fervility rate of all religous

groups. Possible most Muslim families who live in Bangkok are quite wealthy



and in a position to support many children without having to practive
birth control and this is may be why the fertility rate of iluslime in
Chanwad Pranakhorn is the highest of all the rcligious groupings. Cor-
fucian women in both municipal and non-:wnicipal areaxs had similar
fertility rates as Pudalhist, Hindus, Chiristian and others. But since
most Confucian wemen live in minicipal =zrezs which are areas of lower
fertility, the fertility of Confucian vomen as a whole is lowar than

all othzr religions.

Women of Thai Nationality have high fertility than women of cihi-
nese nationality, But women .cf’'lhin€se nationality in both windcipal and
non-municipal areas had -higher fereility than women of Thai nationality.
However since most women of Chinese nationality lived in municipal
areas which in general bhed /lower fertility than non-municipal areas.
for the whold kingdow, wamén of, Chinesaraxtraction had lower fertility

than those of Thai nationality.

Yhen we consider natiopality ‘and religion by controlling
the place of residence imimunicipal or non-nurnicipal areas. the fer
tility rate of Chipese women s twsh higiker than that of Thais. suc
since Confucians which could he eithzr Chinese orne or Thai Lorne
have similar fertility rate as Thai wom2n, we can concloude that first
generation Chinese have hicher fereility than Thais but second genera-

tion Chinese cxperience similar or lower levels of fartility.

When we consider fertility Jdifference by marital status, not
surprisingly we find that married women with spouse present had the

highest fertility of all marital status categories.

Effects of Economic factors on fertility.

s

In this study higher fertility is found among women having
an agricultural occupation rather than among the non-agricultural,
Regularly employed woran had higher fertility than housewives, those
living on pensﬂﬁns; or the handicapped. This can be explained by the
fact that the regularly emploved wom:n are Primerily those involvad

in agriculture. Skilled workers also ha: a lower rate than unskillec

workers. The rate is noticeably lower among Southern women whose



occupations are agricultural than thosc winose occupation is not . Tris
because tiie main- agriculture in the South is rubber vlanting, thercby,
this difference affects the fertility ret: Zifferently than other re -
gions for the same previously mentionad reasons concerning Yala, Pattanl

Narathiwat.

A narrow gap exists in the differentiel fortility (classifiac
according to educations, literacy, oécupation, 2nC industry) . This is
probably because the educated and literate wo-en or women of non-agri-
rate thus causing the existing /gap,tc »» quite small. The fact or sinil
differantials in fertility suggests fiat in 1960 there ars littie or no
signs of decline in Thai fertility., —This Fertility Pattern also sugraosts
that there is littlefamily planning practiced witnin the country. itH-
out governmental help  (the faertility rate will not cecline by itseli.
Onlz by some governmental assistance through the family planning roject
which began in 1968 could the fextility rate be seriously cxp=ctad to

decline,

Comparison betwaen the nuwaber of children ever born alive in
the whole kingdom taken from-the 1969 Popillation Census and the Survey
of Population Change/ /1966 _indicectes that there is no change in the
fertility rate of Thailand during the siz year period. This is becausc
prior to 1980 there was not any family planning project in- Thailand.
Similar conclusions can be drawn from tha conparison betwecen the number
of children ever born alive teken from the 1960 Population Zensus and
the Longitudinal Study of Social, Economics and Demographic Changz irn
1969,
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