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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is three-fold : (1) to study

the causes for which aged people spend the rest of their lives

in public or private homes for the aged, (2) to compare the

needs of aged people in public homes with those in private homes,

and (3) to compare world views of the aged people between the

two types of home.

The method of data collection adopted in this research

was a field interview of 200 people in a private and a public

home for the aged, 100 in each place.

The study employs the Guttman's Scaling technique in

in measuring the world views of the aged and chi-square for

testing the statistical significance of the findings.



Some of the major findings are as follows @

The major cause for the old people to live in the public
and private homes for the aged was primarily financial. They

v
were unable to support themselves financially.

The two groups show no significant difference in their
rotisfaciicn with the services provided by both types of

institutions.

They were also similar in their needs. Their basic
needs were mainly physical, in cluding nutrition and physical

exercise,.

However, age and duration of stay were found to be
significantly related to their world views. The occupation
in which they were previously engaged had no significant

relationship with world views.

In brief, data show that even though the aged lived
in private and public homes they had similar problems and
needs but substantially differed in their world views by age

and duration of stay.
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