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ABSTRACT

This Thesis deals specially with various roles of women in
ancient India. Attempts have been made to collect & analyze data drawn
from the Pali Buddhist Canon and Commentaries. Roles as employed in
this worg refer to women's activities and behavior in their social life
in general regardless of their birth, race, social status and age.

The thesis is divided into 4 chapters as follows :
Chapter I is the introduction and the rationales of the research.

Chapter II deals with the position of women in various spheres,
as described and alluded to in the Pitakas. In the secular sphere, women
as daughters, wives, daughters - in - law, mothers, the followers of
righteous livelihood, are exemplified. 1In the religious sphere, the
women as chief disciples, the pre-eminent in specialized fields and the

regular patronesses of Buddhism, are also mentioned.

Chapter III deals with the position of women as described in

Commentaries of the Pali Canon.

Chapter IV is the conclusion of the research that women are
capable in various fields of undertakings on or almost on a par with

men.
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