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ABSTRACT

The reasons why the writer chose the subject "An
Analysis of the Democratic  Flememts 1in Buddhism"
aie firstly, because the need for Democracy is a widely
felt one these days and secondly, because there is an
insistent clamour for it from the general public of this

country.

Moreover, some hold the view that Religion is

the opium of the mass -, while others have the feeling
that Religion stands in the way of the‘economic development

of the country and that it is incompatible with modern systems
of government. The writer's interest in the subject has led
to her wanting to share her own views on Religion and Politics.
A8 Thailand, basically, has a democratic form of government
and Buddhism is the country's national religion, the writer
has been moved to analyse the relationship between Buddhism

and Democracye



On the basis of her analysis, the writer has come to
the conclusion that Buddhism, both in theory and practice, is
totally democratic. Buddhism and Democracy, it can readily be
seen, are founded upon belief in reason. Man believes that he
has the capacity bo arrive at right decisions, provided he has
a proper grasp and understanding of his problems, Both Buddhism
and Democracy stress the need for education and the development
of the human mind, The‘success or failure of Democracy, depends
to a great degree, upon the quality of the individual; so does

the acceptance and practice of the Buddhist faith,

Democracy believes in majority decision, since it
would be impracticable to govern on the basis of individual
opinions thaghbould vary from person to person,s So too, in
Buddhism, Although, it reépects minority opinion, it is the

concensus of the majority that prevails.

Government under a democratic system, applies the
laws of cause and effect in so far as they would affect the
majority, rather than the individual. The Constitution under
a democratic form of government is regarded as the ultimate
law of a nation, beyond which there is no appeal, Similarly,
Buddhism regards the fundamental teachings of the Buddha as
the immutable law that governs the practice of its faith.

It can, therefore, be concluded that the laws of government
under democracy and the laws governing the teaching of Buddhism,
have a common origin - a belief in the individuality of man,
mellowed by a desire to do the greatest good to the greatest

number.



Democracy believes in Liberty, Equality and Frater-
nity. So does Buddhism. Both Demodracy and Buddhism offer
absolute freedom of thought, speech and action to the indivi-
dual, while at the same time stressing the responsibility
of the individual to himself, as well as, society. Democracy
offers equality of opportunity to every citizen, This basic
characteristic of equality can be found in Buddhism. Common
to all creatures, both great and small, human and animal, is
that they are born and that they die, and suffering, sickness
and the infirmities of 0ld age, are characteristic of life

on earth,

By analysis and comparison we see, not only simila-
rities, but also differences between Democracy and Buddhism.
The differences, however, are not incongruities or contradic-

tions; rather, they are supplementary to each other.

In conclusion, the writer would like to stress that
the result of her researhces, clearly and vividly demonstrates

the democratic character of Buddhism,.
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