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ABSTRACT

Sericulture is an occupation which brings in fairly good earnings
for farmers. At present the demend for silk is increasing. To develop
and promote sericulture, promotion of mulberry growing has to be carried
out concurrently since mulberry leaves are the only feed for silkworms.
To increase production of raw silk, it is necessary to increase the

production of mulberry with nutritious leaves,

The object of this thesis is to study the processes of mulberry
growing as well as its costs in each process, so that the production cost
of mulberry leaves per kilogram could be ascertained, The author also
wants to study the various factors that contribute to the productivity

of mulberry.

The results from this study indicate that mulberry can stand up
well to dryness and it can be grown in nearly every kind of soil and
even in slightly alkaline soil. In its first Year, mulberry does not
yield any useful leaves, the farmers haye to wait until the second year
for the leaves to be used as feed for silkworms, During its first five-

years of growing, mulberry yields good results. So it is necessary to



apportion the first year’s costs of growing mulberry to the cost of production
of the four subsequent years. The cost of mulberry production per kilogram’

from the four plantations studied is as follow:- *

Total Cost per | Variable Cost per| Fixed Cost per
kilogram kilogram kilogram
Bahts Bahts % Bahts %
Pimai Land Settlement 4,02 1.02 25.40 | 3.00 | 74.60
Thai Sericultural
Research and Training
Center 3.19 1.86 58.46 | 1.33 |[L1.54
Pairoj Thai Silk Co. 2,41 1.57 65.04 | 0.84 |3k4.96
Chul Thai Silk Co. 1.19 0.34 28.97 0.85 T1.03
Members of Pimai Land
Settlement 1.16 0.59 50.68 | 0.57 |L49.32

From the study one reaches a conclusion that for cocoon production
to be commercially viable, the cost of mulberry production must not exceed
2 Bahts per kilogram. The author has sutmitted a model of costs of mulberry
growing that could be used as guidelines for those who desire to invest
in mulberry plantation and silkworm rearing. The cost per kilogram proposed

was 1.63 Bahts.

At present mulberry farmers have to face many problems both in
production and finance. The major problem is in production. Factors
which contribute to high productivity of mulberry are;- selectiocn of good
variety, soil preparation, field maintenance, pruning, diseases, pests, etc.
These factors have great impact on rulberry productivity. Government agencies
should therefore offer adequate trairing to farmers so that mulberry

productivity as well as its nutritious value could be raised.



The Thai Sericultural Research and Training Center, in Korat
should offer training and research on :-

1. How many times & year the maintenance of mulberry plantation
should be taken, so that the best productivity with least cost could be
achieved.

2. What is the proper size of tractor that will be apropriate

for a unit of mulberry plantation.

The results of the research of the above-mentioned Center may
lead to the reduction of mulberry production costs in the future so
that mulberry farmers could earn more income, and mulberry growing

and silkworm rearing occupations could be adyanced.
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