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ABSTRACT

The Upper Part of the Hastern Region, consisting of 3 proviﬁées,
namely Chachoengsao, Prachin Buri, and Nakorn Nayok, is a sub-region of
high potentiality for agriculturel development. The varying conditions
found in each province, lead to variations in the nature of the problems
they face and in their cepacity to overcome these problems, = For this
reason agricultural development is a first priority and it can also serve

to provide supplementary information for a clear and appropriate overall
approaci to the task of planning.

The main objective of this study is to classify and to group
areas from analysis of the potentialily for agricultural development of
the Upper Part of the Eastern Region by employing Scalogram Analysis
- = an efficient method to classify area as well as to determine variables.

In this study, 6 indicators are taken into consideration, these are



‘=

1) intensity of culti.vated erea utilization, 2) geographical advantages,
3) paddy productivity, 4) production purchasing power and agricultural
services to aériculturists in the locality, 5) relations between the
level of population and land resources, and 6) Water utilization capa-

bility.

After the value of each of the 6 indicators is calculated by
Scelogrem Analysis method, areas of the sub-region can then be classified

into 3 groups, these are:

1) High agriculturel developmeént area, consisting of 7 amphoe,
Bang Prakong, Ban Pho, Muang Chachoengsao, Bang Nam Pliew, Ban Sang,
Bang Kla and Ong Kharek. ' These areas are endowed with supportive factors,
such as a developed transportation system, proximity to (large consumption
centres) and in addition, geogrephical features which are conducive to

agricultural productione

2) Moderate agricultural development area, consisting of 9
amphoe == Si Maha Pho, Muang Prachin Buri, King Amphoe Racha San, Kabin
Buri, Muang Nekhon Nayok, Ban Na, Phanom Sarakham, Khok Peep and Pak

Ple.

3) Low agricultural development area, consisting of & amphoe
-- Aranyaprathet, King Amphoe Na Dee, Ta Phraya, Prachan Takhaum, Wattana
Nakhon, Sanam Chai Khet, Sa Knew and Kinpg Amphoe Wang Nam Yen. These
areas suffer from probtlems of isolation from big consumption centres,

inconvenient trensportation, hilly or high land which is not suitable



-

for agriculture, as well as sporadic fighting along the border.

The problems of agriculture in the upper part of the Fastern

Region can be summed up as follows:

1) Low productivity. This is because of low productivity
per unit aree, improper land use and lack of soil conservation, lack
of comprehensive irrigation system to provide water for cultivation all
year round (only 10.4 % of total cultivated area is utilized for a
second crop after harvest), underemployment, shortage of cepital for
investment, lack of effective agricultural promction ﬁrOgrams and land

ownership prohlems; (31428 % of total agriculturists are temant farmers).

2) Problems of price and market system. Agriculturists have
to sell there produce at’/an unfair price, determined by middlemen, and

world markets.

3) Leck of good communication system and coordination between

read, railway and water transportation.

4) There are too many agricul tural institutions competing with
each other which consequently lessens their bargaining power of the

farmers.

]

Recommendations and guidelines for problem-solving and agricul tural

development in the area are as follows:

1. Accelerate development of present water resources and

increase irrigeted area,



«

2. Improve soil quality perticularly on acid saline soil,
control urban and industrial expansion and improve land rent conditions
and land consolidation program unproving laws concerning land ownership
and land rent at the same time.

3. Improve present credit system and stimulating from loans
the private sector for agriculturists.

4+ Promote maize and rubber to replace cassava cultivation
and expanding post-harvest cultivated areas.

5e Accelerate the development of the infra-structure, and
facilitate the diffusion of warket information.

6. Intruduce new agricultural technology to farmers, -

7. Imporve present irrigetion canals and roads to serve as
means of transport.

8. Promote privete sector to invest in production of new
technologies such as fertilizer, seed, agricultural mechines, and to
disseninate the technology by setting up agro-and related industry in

the localities.
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